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Chapter One

Goodreads in the Middle

Introduction

Welcome to Goodreads for Middle Grades. This is a book for people who are interested 

in guiding middle school students to achieve their full reading potential while helping them 

connect with fun books that will encourage them to read for pleasure. Within the pages of this 

book, you will discover a multitude of ways to help students thrive as readers.

Goodreads, an online platform dedicated to book lovers, offers a host of benefits to 

various stakeholders, including middle grades students, teachers, parents, librarians, and authors. 

For middle grades students, Goodreads serves as a valuable resource for discovering new books, 

exploring diverse genres, and connecting with fellow readers through online book clubs and 

discussion groups. It encourages a love of reading and helps students develop critical thinking 

skills through thoughtful reviews and recommendations.

Although it is important for parents, teachers and librarians to suggest books for teens 

and preteens, it is equally important for students to have access to online resources such as 
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Goodreads. It is impossible for any one person to keep up with all the wonderful books available 

for young readers. It is equally improbable for any one person to be able to precisely guess what 

books are best for each student. While adults may be able to recommend their own favorite 

literature, they may not be meeting the individual and diverse needs of each adolescent. 

Goodreads can supplement the recommendations of teachers, parents and librarians.

 Teachers can utilize Goodreads to create virtual reading lists, track students' progress, 

and engage in discussions on literary themes and analysis. Parents can find age-appropriate book 

recommendations for their children, monitor their reading habits, and encourage a reading 

culture at home. Librarians can use Goodreads to curate book displays, organize reading 

challenges, and promote library events. Middle grades authors can connect directly with their 

target audience, gain exposure, and receive feedback on their work, fostering a supportive and 

interactive author-reader relationship. Overall, Goodreads serves as an invaluable platform that 

fosters a love for literature, promotes reading engagement, and nurtures a vibrant reading 

community.

Some reasons for you to utilize Goodreads include: 

⁃ find good books for yourself so you will be a reading role model

⁃ find books for students

⁃ connect with readers/writers/parents/teachers/librarians

⁃ read book reviews

⁃ write book reviews

⁃ discover a wealth of thematic booklists



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 3

Reading is crucial for middle school students for several reasons. First and foremost, 

reading plays a pivotal role in the development of vocabulary and language skills. By exposing 

students to a wide range of texts, reading helps them expand their vocabulary and grasp different 

sentence structures. This, in turn, enhances their communication skills and enables them to 

express themselves effectively. Furthermore, reading significantly improves academic 

performance. Middle school students encounter complex texts across various subjects, and 

proficient reading skills are essential for comprehending and analyzing these texts. By 

developing strong reading abilities, students can better understand and engage with the material, 

leading to improved academic achievement.

In addition to academic benefits, reading also enhances critical thinking skills. Engaging 

with texts requires students to question, analyze evidence, make inferences, and form opinions 

based on the information they gather. These critical thinking skills are invaluable for problem-

solving and decision-making, both in and out of the classroom. Moreover, reading exposes 

students to diverse perspectives and cultures. Through books, students can explore different 

worlds, historical periods, and social contexts, fostering empathy and understanding. This 

exposure to a variety of viewpoints promotes tolerance, inclusivity, and broadens their 

worldview.

Another important aspect is the development of imagination and creativity. Reading 

fiction and imaginative literature stimulates students' imagination, transporting them to different 

realms, introducing them to unique characters, and encouraging them to envision possibilities 

beyond their immediate reality. This exercise nurtures creativity, inspires original thinking, and 

ignites a passion for storytelling.
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Reading expands general knowledge by exposing students to a wealth of information, 

facts, and ideas. It broadens their understanding of the world, facilitates connections between 

different subjects, and serves as a foundation for further learning. Additionally, reading helps 

improve language fluency and communication skills. By exposing students to well-written texts, 

they absorb proper grammar, sentence structures, and stylistic elements that can be applied to 

their own speaking and writing. Reading widely also exposes students to different writing styles, 

which can influence their own writing abilities.

Finally, reading fosters lifelong learning and personal growth. Cultivating a reading habit 

in middle school sets the stage for a lifetime of intellectual curiosity and self-directed learning. 

Reading opens doors to new ideas, perspectives, and experiences, nurturing a love for learning 

and providing a platform for continuous personal development.

Reading is vital for middle school students as it promotes language skills, academic 

success, critical thinking, empathy, creativity, knowledge acquisition, communication abilities, 

and lifelong learning. It is a foundational skill that empowers students in various aspects of their 

academic and personal lives.

Feel free to read this book in a way that makes sense for you. If you are already a 

Goodreads user, you may want to skip the early sections that explain how Goodreads works, 

although you may want to browse these portions just in case you are not using Goodreads to its 

fullest potential. Likewise, each chapter is clearly marked to show who it benefits the most. So if 

you are a teacher, you may want to only read the chapter about how teachers can use Goodreads. 

Of course, you are free to read the entire book if you really want to learn how best to utilize 
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Goodreads to help middle grade students thrive in a reading wonderland of over 3.5 billion books 

and 80 million book reviews.

Keep in mind that Goodreads makes changes to their website periodically, so some of the 

items in this book may be deleted or relocated in future updates to Goodreads. Feel free to 

contact me at one of the contact options found toward the end of this book, if you find anything 

that needs revision or updating.
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Chapter Two

Goodreads Crash Course

What is Goodreads?

Goodreads is a popular online platform that serves as a virtual haven for book 

enthusiasts. It functions as a social networking site where individuals can discover, review, and 

discuss books with fellow readers. Goodreads allows users to create personal profiles, build 

virtual bookshelves to track their reading progress and favorite titles, and receive 

recommendations based on their interests. Members can rate books, write detailed reviews, and 

engage in conversations about literary works through forums and groups. With its vast database 

encompassing millions of titles, Goodreads offers a comprehensive platform for readers to 

explore new genres, discover authors, and interact with like-minded individuals, fostering a 

vibrant community centered around the shared love for books.

Brief History of Goodreads
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Goodreads was founded in December 2006 by Otis Chandler and Elizabeth Khuri 

Chandler as a social cataloging and book recommendation platform. The idea for Goodreads was 

born out of Otis Chandler's passion for reading and his desire to create a community where book 

lovers could connect and share their literary experiences. The website was officially launched in 

January 2007, allowing users to create personal bookshelves, rate and review books, and engage 

in discussions about their favorite reads. Over the years, Goodreads gained popularity and 

expanded its features to include book recommendations based on users' reading habits, author 

interviews, literary events, and the ability to follow and interact with authors. In 2013, 

Goodreads was acquired by Amazon, which further enhanced its reach and resources. Today, 

Goodreads boasts millions of members worldwide, offering a vibrant online platform that 

continues to connect readers, authors, and literary enthusiasts, fostering a thriving community 

centered around the love of books.

What You Need to Know About Goodreads

Goodreads may seem a little daunting at first, but it’s a well-organized and worthwhile 

site for readers, writers, students, parents, teachers and librarians. It is the largest site for reader 

interaction, book reviews and book recommendations in the world with over 125 million 

members.  Although you can easily visit other sites to purchase books, Goodreads’ main purpose 

isn’t to sell books. It’s to find, recommend and discuss books. It’s basically the world’s biggest 

book club.

How To Sign Up For Goodreads

Congratulations!! You’re ready to open a Goodreads account. 
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While encouraging users to create an account for a more personalized experience, 

Goodreads offers certain features that can be accessed without signing up. If you choose not to 

create an account, you can still browse through the vast collection of books available on the 

platform. This includes reading book summaries, checking ratings, and perusing user reviews. 

Additionally, you can explore curated lists of books based on genres, themes, and user 

recommendations. While personalized book recommendations won't be available without an 

account, you can still see general recommendations provided by Goodreads. The website also 

allows access to a collection of quotes from various books, enabling you to explore literary 

gems. Moreover, you can view author profiles, their books, and other relevant information 

related to them. Furthermore, you may be able to access some public discussion groups where 

users interact and discuss books without the need to sign up. However, it's worth noting that the 

availability of features without an account might change over time, so it's recommended to visit 

the Goodreads website directly for the most current access privileges.

The Goodreads sign-up process is pretty simple. Start by visiting www.goodreads.com 

and clicking on the SIGN UP button. It is currently located on the right side of the home screen 

and only shows up if you are not a member or are not signed in.  Goodreads provides you with 

four options for creating an account:  Amazon, Apple , Facebook or email. Choose whichever 

one works best for you. The most popular way for creating accounts is via email, but the choice 

is up to you. Once you have an account, you will either be logged in automatically when you 

visit Goodreeads or you will click on the Sign In link.

http://www.goodreads.com


 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 9

Each of the sign-in methods is similar, so I’ll walk you through the steps for signing in 

with your email address. You will need to provide the following information:

1. Provide your name (It asks for your first and last name, but you can use either or both.)

2. Provide your email address.

3. Choose a password. (It must be at least 6 characters.)

4. re-enter your password.

5. Click on the “Create account” button.

6. You will automatically be taken to a “Verify email address” page. Goodreads will send a 

One Time Password (OTP) to your email address. Once you enter that OTP in the “Enter 

OTP” box, you have a Goodreads account. Don’t forget your username (email) and 

password.

7. You will then be taken to a “Get book recommendations…” page.  (You can skip this 

page for now.)

8. Next you’ll be asked to set a reading goal. It just takes a couple seconds, or you can skip 

it.
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9. Select your favorite reading genres. (Must choose at least one)

10. Rate (as few or) as many books as you’d like, then click on “I’m finished rating” near the 

top right side of the page.

11. On the next page, click “Done here? See what’s next”.

You are officially signed up for Goodreads. Now your account screen will look 

something like this:

You can either explore on your own or follow the guide included in the “Navigating 

Goodreads” chapter of this book.

How to Set Up your Profile

Setting up a user profile on Goodreads is a straightforward process. Here's a step-by-step 

guide to help you create your account:

1. In the upper right corner of your Goodreads home page, you’ll see a circle with a very 

light colored image of a person reading a book. Click on this circle.
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2.  The very top choice in the pull-down menu is your user name. Right under that, you’ll 

see the word “Profile.” Click on that, and you’ll arrive at your profile page.

3. You’ll see editable boxes labeled First Name, Middle Name and Last Name. If you’re 

satisfied with what is already in there, leave it as is. Otherwise, you can change these at 

any time.

4. Decide the display order of your name and who will be able to view your last name (if 

you have provided it).

5. Provide a zip code and Country where you live. Then choose who can view your location. 

(Everyone, friends only or no one)

6. It is optional whether you provide a birth date.

7. Next, you can add the URL of your website, if you have one. You can use this to provide 

your Twitter, Facebook, Instagram or other social media site, if you don’t have a website.

8. More optional information you can add now (or later) includes your interests, what kind 

of books you like to read and other details about you.

Congratulations! Your profile is now set up. You can start exploring the Goodreads website, 

add more books to your shelves, write reviews, join book clubs, and connect with other readers 

who share your literary interests. Remember to keep your profile information up-to-date and 

engage with the Goodreads community to get the most out of your reading experience on the 

platform.
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Chapter Three

Navigating Goodreads

In this chapter, you will learn how to navigate the Goodreads website and your own personal 

Goodreads dashboard.  First you’ll learn how to use the two horizontal navigation menus at the 

top of your Goodreads web page and what each of the titles and symbols mean. If you are 

already familiar with Goodreads, you can skip this chapter. If you prefer to learn by browsing the 

website on your own, you can either skim this chapter or use it as an outline for your own 

exploration.

Menu Bar(s)            
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At the top of nearly every Goodreads website page, you will find two important menu 

bars. The first one is on top and includes a search bar and five circular logos. For this top menu 

bar, I’ll guide you from  right to left.

Reader Circle                      

This is the circle on the far right of the Goodreads page and is probably the most 

important item in the menu bar. It is the only circular logo (in this menu bar) that is a pull-

down menu once it is clicked. Let’s call this the “Personalized Menu Circle.” When all else fails, 

check out this important menu option to look for answers and solutions. As with all of the menu 

bar selections, feel free to explore and experiment with the options. You will soon grow 

comfortable navigating Goodreads. The Personalized Menu Circle includes the following 

options/tools:

• A link to your Profile page

• Your Friends list
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• Groups you’ve joined

• Access to your Goodreads Discussions

• The Comments from your recent posts

• Your Reading Challenge, if you have chosen to partake

• Kindle Notes & Highlights, where you can review notes and highlights you’ve made in 

Kindle books you may have purchased on Amazon

• The Quotes you’ve liked

• A list of your Favorite genres

• Friends’ recommendations (view or request)

• Access to your Account settings

•  Help pages

•  The option to Sign out of your account access

Of the thirteen pull-down menu options listed above, the two most important are likely to 

be the Profile link and the Account Settings link. To the left of the Reader Circle is the: 

Friends Circle

The Friends circle in the Goodreads top menu bar is a valuable feature that enables users 

to connect and interact with their friends and fellow book lovers. Once you have set up your 

Goodreads account and added friends, the Friends circle becomes accessible. 

When you first start using your new Goodreads account, you will see a message that says, 

“You have no friends yet!” Don’t take it personally. (-: Clicking on this circle takes you to the 

Friends page, where you can view updates from your friends, including their recent book 

reviews, ratings, and reading progress. This page provides a personalized feed of activities, 
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keeping you updated on your friends' literary adventures and allowing you to discover new 

books and authors based on their recommendations. Moreover, you can send messages to your 

friends directly from this page to discuss books, share thoughts, or plan reading challenges 

together. Additionally, the Friends circle offers an opportunity to join or create reading groups, 

where you can engage in meaningful discussions, participate in book clubs, and explore diverse 

perspectives on different literary works.

By utilizing the Friends circle in the Goodreads top menu bar, readers can foster a vibrant 

reading community, making the platform not only a place to track their own reading progress but 

also a hub for socializing and connecting with like-minded individuals who share their passion 

for books.

To the left of the Friends Circle is the:

Messages Circle

The Messages circle in the top Goodreads menu bar is a tool that facilitates direct 

communication with other Goodreads members. When you click on the Messages circle, you are 

taken to your inbox, where you can view and manage your private messages. To send a message 

to another user, you can click on the "Send Message" button, which allows you to select the 

recipient from your list of friends or search for a specific user. Composing a message is simple; 

you can type your text, add links or book recommendations, and even include emojis if you wish. 

This feature enables you to discuss books, exchange reading suggestions, or engage in 

meaningful conversations about literary topics privately with other users. Additionally, the 

Messages circle also notifies you of any new messages received, ensuring that you stay 

connected and don't miss out on any important communications. By leveraging the Messages 
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circle in the top Goodreads menu bar, members can create personal connections, participate in 

book-related discussions, and foster a vibrant community centered around their shared love for 

reading.

To the left of the Messages Circle is the:

My Group Discussions Circle

The "My group discussions" circle in the top Goodreads menu bar is a feature that allows 

users to easily access and participate in discussions within the groups they have joined. When 

you click on this circle, you are taken to a page that displays all the active discussions from the 

groups you are a member of. These discussions cover a wide range of literary topics, from 

specific books and genres to broader themes, allowing you to engage with fellow readers who 

share your interests. By participating in these discussions, you can share your thoughts, insights, 

and opinions, as well as gain new perspectives from others. You can post replies to existing 

discussions or start your own discussion threads within the groups. Additionally, the "My group 

discussions" circle helps you keep track of the latest activities in your groups, so you never miss 

an opportunity to connect with like-minded individuals and contribute to the vibrant community 

of readers on Goodreads. Whether you're seeking book recommendations, wanting to explore 

different interpretations of a story, or simply looking to bond with fellow bibliophiles, the "My 

group discussions" feature provides a platform for meaningful interactions and enriching 

conversations around literature.

To the left of the My Group Discussions Circle is the:

Notifications Circle
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The "Notifications" circle in the top Goodreads menu bar serves as a central hub for 

keeping track of all the latest activities related to your account and interactions on the platform. 

When you click on this circle, it takes you to the Notifications page, where you can see a 

chronological list of updates and alerts relevant to your account. These notifications encompass a 

wide range of actions, such as friend requests, messages received, group invitations, comments 

on your book reviews, updates from your friends' reading progress, and more. By regularly 

checking the Notifications page, you can stay informed about the engagement and interactions 

with your Goodreads account, ensuring that you never miss any important messages or updates 

from your reading community. Additionally, the "Notifications" feature also helps you stay 

connected to ongoing discussions and activities in the groups you have joined, ensuring that you 

can actively participate and contribute to the vibrant literary community on Goodreads. The 

"Notifications" circle streamlines your experience on the platform, allowing you to efficiently 

manage your interactions, respond to messages, and stay engaged with fellow readers, creating a 

more enriching and connected reading experience.

To the left of the Notifications Circle is the:

Search Books Box

The Search books box/bar allows you to find books by book title, ISBN, or author’s 

name. When you enter one of these items or any related keywords into the search box and hit 

enter or click the search icon, Goodreads will display a list of relevant results. These results will 

include books that match your search criteria, as well as author profiles, book editions, and other 

related content. The search results can help you discover new books, explore different editions, 

and find specific authors or genres that align with your reading preferences. Moreover, the search 
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box can be used to explore specific topics, themes, or book lists, enabling you to delve deeper 

into literary discussions and recommendations. Whether you are looking for a particular book, 

author, or exploring new reading material, the "Search books" box provides a convenient and 

efficient way to navigate the vast collection of books available on Goodreads, enhancing your 

overall reading experience on the platform.

Next, let’s take a look at the four menu bar textual links located below the circle menus 

and near the middle of each Goodreads web page.

The Four Text Buttons on the Top Menu Bar

Below the circle menu items on the top menu bar, you will find four other important links 

to help you navigate Goodreads. These links include: Home, My Books, Browse and 

Community. Each of these menu bar links is explained below. In addition, certain valuable 

options from each of the menu bar items will also be described.

Home

The "Home" page on Goodreads serves as a personalized hub for users to discover, 

engage, and keep up-to-date with their reading community. Here is a detailed explanation of 

what you can find on the "Home" page of Goodreads:

1. Currently Reading: If you've marked any books as "Currently Reading" in your 

profile, the "Home" page displays your progress and reading updates for those books. It allows 

you to easily track your reading progress and share updates with your friends.
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2. Updates: Goodreads shows UPDATES that you can customize. Click on the 

Customize cogwheel to the right of the word UPDATES and you can choose the following 

Content and Friend updates you want to receive on your home page: Book updates only, Reviews 

only, Everything, Goodreads community, All friends and people, Top friends and people, Top 

friends only.

3. News & Interviews: The centerpiece of the "Home" page is the newsfeed, which 

displays updates from your Goodreads friends and the authors you follow. It shows activities 

such as books added, reviews written, ratings given, reading progress updates, and quotes shared 

by your connections. The newsfeed allows you to stay updated on what your friends and favorite 

authors are reading and discussing.

4. Goodreads Recommends: On the "Home" page, you'll find book recommendations 

tailored to your reading preferences. These recommendations are based on the books you've 

added to your shelves, your ratings, and reviews, as well as the reading habits of users with 

similar tastes. Goodreads suggests new books you might enjoy, helping you discover titles that 

align with your interests.

5. Popular Quotes: Goodreads showcases popular quotes from books that users have 

added to their shelves. These quotes are often motivational, thought-provoking, or memorable, 

offering a glimpse into the essence of the books.

6. Bookshelves: The "Home" page may include a list of your bookshelves, once you 

have added some. This list will show how many books you have in each bookshelf. You can click 

on each bookshelf name to visit that bookshelf and see what books you have included. This is a 
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great way to organize the books you have read and also to list books that you may want to give 

as gifts to friends and family.

7. Author News: The "Home" page features news, updates, and blog posts from authors 

you follow on Goodreads. It provides insights into their writing process, upcoming releases, 

book tours, and other announcements, keeping you connected with your favorite authors.

8. Reading Challenges: Goodreads often promotes reading challenges or encourages 

users to participate in reading events. The "Home" page may include information about ongoing 

challenges, prompts, or seasonal reading initiatives to inspire and engage readers.

The "Home" page of Goodreads is designed to provide a personalized experience, 

keeping you informed about the activities and updates of your friends, favorite authors, and the 

wider reading community. It serves as a central hub for book recommendations, news, and 

engaging with book-related content. It is one of the more dynamic pages on the whole Goodreads 

website, so it changes frequently. As a result, some of the items listed above may no longer be 

included on your current home page or there may be some different options not listed above. In 

addition, the Home Page may differ for each Goodreads member depending on their own 

personal selections.

Finding Friends on Goodreads

Finding and adding friends on Goodreads is a great way to connect with other readers 

who share your literary interests. Here's a step-by-step guide on how to find and add friends on 

Goodreads:

1. Log in to Goodreads: Visit the Goodreads website (www.goodreads.com) and log in 

to your account using your username and password.

http://www.goodreads.com/
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2. Access the Friends Page: Once logged in, click on the "Friends" tab located in the top 

navigation bar. This tab is an icon of two people located toward the top of your screen, just to the 

left of your profile thumbnail. This will take you to your Friends page.

3. Search for Friends: Goodreads users have a couple different options when it comes to 

searching for friends.

• Option 1: On the Friends page, you'll see a search bar at the top. Enter the name 

or username of a person you want to find and click the magnifying glass icon or press Enter. 

Goodreads will display search results that match your query.

• Option 2: You can also find friends by importing your contacts from email 

services like Gmail, Yahoo, or Outlook. Click on the "Find Friends" button located on the 

Friends page and follow the prompts to import your contacts.

4. Add Friends: Goodreads makes it easy to add literary buddies.

• Friend Suggestions: Goodreads may suggest potential friends based on your 

reading history, genre preferences, or connections with other users. On the Friends page, you'll 

see a section titled "Friend Suggestions" that displays users you may know. Click the "Add 

Friend" button next to a suggestion to send a friend request.

• User Profiles: When you search for specific users or click on their profile, you'll 

see an "Add Friend" button on their profile page. Click this button to send them a friend request.

5. Manage Friend Requests: After sending a friend request, the user will receive a 

notification. If they accept your request, you'll become friends on Goodreads. To manage your 

friend requests, click on the "Friends" tab and select the "Friend Requests" sub-tab. Here, you 

can view pending friend requests, accept or decline requests, or cancel sent requests.
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6. Connect via Social Media: Goodreads offers the option to connect your Goodreads 

account with your Facebook or Twitter account. By linking your accounts, you can easily find 

and add friends who are also on Goodreads through your social media connections. To connect 

your accounts, go to your Account Settings and select the "Apps" tab.

7. Explore Friends' Networks: Once you have a few friends on Goodreads, you can 

explore their friend networks to discover other like-minded readers. Visit your friends' profiles 

and click on their "Friends" tab to see their connections. You can browse through their friends 

and send friend requests to those who interest you.

By actively managing your friends on Goodreads, you can curate a network of 

meaningful connections, stay updated with their reading activities, and engage in book 

discussions. Remember, Goodreads is a platform where users have control over their 

connections. It's courteous to send friend requests to people you know or with whom you have 

shared interests. Engaging in book discussions, participating in groups, and leaving thoughtful 

reviews can also help you connect with fellow readers and expand your Goodreads network.

Adding Books to Your Bookshelves

To add books to your Goodreads bookshelves, find books you have already read or ones 

that you want to read by searching for them by title or author name. Once you find the book you 

are looking for, select it so that you will be taken to that book’s Goodreads page. Then click on 

the green ‘Want to read’ button directly below the book cover image or choose the arrow on the 

right side to select either ‘Want to read,’ Currently reading’ or ‘Read.’ (These are three pre-

created bookshelves). Then click on the black box that says, ‘Continue to tags.’ Once you do 

that, you can add your own tags (shelf names) or choose one that is listed. Then click on the 
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black box that says, ‘Done.’ Now you have your own bookshelves ready for adding more of your 

favorite reads. Tip: You can also create gift shelves (birthday, holidays, friends, etc.) when you 

find books that you may want to give as presents. Bookshelves will be described in greater detail 

in the next chapter.

Recommending Books to Goodreads Friends

To recommend books to your friends (or students) on Goodreads, you can follow these 

steps:

1. Log in to your Goodreads account. If you don't have an account, you can create one 

for free on the Goodreads website.

2. Once you're logged in, navigate to the book's page that you want to recommend. You 

can search for the book using the search bar at the top of the page.

3. On the book's page, scroll down until you find the section titled "Recommend It." 

Here, you'll see a button labeled "Recommend." Click on this button.

4. A pop-up window will appear with the heading "Recommend to Friends." In this 

window, you can select the friends you want to recommend the book to. You can either choose 

individual friends by checking the box next to their names or select all friends by checking the 

"Select All" box.

5. Once you've selected the friends you want to recommend the book to, you can add a 

personal message to accompany the recommendation. This step is optional but can help provide 

context or share your thoughts about the book.

6. After adding a message or if you choose not to add one, click on the "Send 

Recommendations" button. This will send the book recommendation to the selected friends.
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7. Goodreads will notify your friends about the book recommendation through their 

notifications or email, depending on their settings.

That's it! You've successfully recommended a book to your friends on Goodreads. They 

will receive your recommendation and can choose to explore the book further or add it to their 

own shelves.
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Chapter Four

My Books

What is the My Books Page on Goodreads?

The "My Books" page on Goodreads is a personalized and comprehensive hub that 

allows users to manage and track their reading progress, create virtual bookshelves, and engage 

with their literary journey. When you access the "My Books" page, you'll find a detailed list of 

all the books you have added to your Goodreads account, neatly organized based on their status

—"Read," "Currently Reading," and "Want to Read." This feature provides an easy-to-navigate 

interface where you can quickly update the status of books as you progress through them, add 

new titles to your reading list, and record your reading history. Additionally, the "My Books" 

page allows you to rate and review books, offering a platform to share your thoughts and insights 

with the Goodreads community and beyond. You can also add custom bookshelves, categorizing 

your collection based on genres, favorites, or any other criteria you prefer. This way, you can 

organize your literary interests and explore your reading patterns over time. Furthermore, the 
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page provides valuable statistics and reading challenges to motivate and inspire your reading 

journey. By leveraging the "My Books" page, users can not only manage their reading habits 

efficiently but also become part of a dynamic community, connecting with like-minded readers 

and discovering new literary treasures along the way.

Everything You Need to Know About Your Chosen Books

Of course the star of the “My Books” page is the books. On your My Books pages on 

Goodreads, you can find a wealth of information about any book you have added. Remember, 

these can be books you’ve read and those you hope to read. Here are some key pieces of 

information about books that you will find on the My Books page:

1. Book Cover: The book's cover image is displayed prominently on the page. It 

provides a visual representation of the book.

2. Title and Author: The book's title and the name of the author are prominently 

displayed at the top of the page.

3. Book Details: The book's details include information such as the author and the date 

you added it to your personal book selection list.

4. Average Rating and Reviews: Goodreads users can rate and review books, and the 

average rating is displayed on the book page. The number of ratings and reviews the book has 

received is also often visible.

5. Reviews and Ratings: Users can write and publish their reviews of the book on the 

book page. These reviews often include personal opinions, analysis, and recommendations. 

Ratings and reviews from other users can provide insights into the book's reception and help 
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readers make decisions. Although Goodreads and Amazon are affiliated, the book reviews are not 

the same.

6. Bookshelf Options: Goodreads allows users to add books to different bookshelves, 

such as "Read," "Currently Reading," or "Want to Read." On the book page, users can add the 

book to their desired shelves.

These are some of the common pieces of information you can find about books on your 

My Books page on Goodreads. The availability and presentation of information may vary slightly 

depending on the book and user-generated content.

Bookshelves

The bookshelves feature found on the left-hand side of the  "My Books" page on 

Goodreads is a customizable and organizational tool that allows users to categorize and manage 

their reading collection effectively. Users can create and name multiple bookshelves based on 

their preferences, interests, and reading goals. Each bookshelf acts as a virtual collection, where 

books can be added, organized, and removed according to the user's reading status or any other 

criteria they desire. Common bookshelves include "Read," "Currently Reading," and "Want to 

Read," which help users keep track of books they have completed, books they are currently 

engaged with, and books they plan to read in the future. Additionally, users can create 

personalized bookshelves to organize books by genre, author, favorites, or any other themes they 

find meaningful. The bookshelves feature provides an efficient way to manage one's reading 

journey, tailor book recommendations, and share reading lists with other Goodreads members, 

fostering a sense of community and discovery within the platform.

Adding Books to Your Bookshelves
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To add books to your bookshelves on Goodreads, you can follow these steps:

1. Log in to your Goodreads account. If you don't have an account, you can create one 

for free on the Goodreads website.

2. Once you're logged in, you'll be taken to your Goodreads homepage. On the top 

menu, click on the "My Books" tab. This will take you to your bookshelves.

3. On the bookshelves page, you'll see various default shelves such as "Read," 

"Currently Reading," and "Want to Read." You can also create custom shelves if you'd like. To 

add a book to a shelf, click on the "+ Add a Book" button.

4. A search bar will appear. You can enter the book's title, author, or ISBN to find the 

book you want to add. Goodreads will display search results based on your query.

5. Click on the correct book from the search results. This will take you to the book's 

page.

6. On the book's page, you'll see a toolbar below the book's cover image. Click on the 

"Want to Read," "Currently Reading," or "Read" button, depending on which shelf you want to 

add the book to. You can also click on the "Add to My Books" button to add the book without 

specifying a shelf.

7. If you want to add the book to a custom shelf, click on the "Add a Shelf" link in the 

toolbar. A pop-up window will appear where you can enter the name of the custom shelf. Once 

you've entered the name, click on the "Add Shelf" button.

8. After you've added the book to the desired shelf, the button in the toolbar will reflect 

your selection. You can repeat this process to add more books to your shelves.
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That's it! You've successfully added books to your bookshelves on Goodreads. You can 

organize your books into different shelves based on your preferences and track your reading 

progress.

Your Reading Activity

Let's dive into the "Your reading activity" section on the "My Books" page of Goodreads. 

It is found in the left-hand column and offers a comprehensive overview of your reading-related 

actions and achievements. It consists of several sub-categories:

• Review Drafts: This section displays any book reviews that you have started 

writing but have not yet published. It serves as a handy reminder of unfinished reviews, allowing 

you to edit and finalize them before sharing your thoughts with the Goodreads community.

• Kindle Notes & Highlights: If you use a Kindle device or the Kindle app to read 

books, this subsection will showcase any notes or highlights you've made while reading. These 

annotations are synchronized with your Goodreads account, providing a centralized place to 

revisit your key takeaways from your digital books.

• Reading Challenge: Here, you can track your progress toward the reading 

challenge you've set for yourself. Goodreads allows users to set a goal for the number of books 

they want to read in a year, and this subsection shows how many books you've completed toward 

that goal. It helps you stay motivated and encourages you to achieve your reading objectives.

• Year in Books: As the year progresses, this section offers an annual summary of 

your reading activity, showcasing the total number of books read, your average book rating, the 

longest and shortest books read, and other interesting statistics. It provides a delightful way to 

reflect on your reading journey over the course of a year.
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• Reading Stats: This subsection gives you a detailed breakdown of your reading 

activity, presenting statistics such as the total number of books read, the number of pages read, 

the average book rating, and the distribution of your ratings. These insights can help you gain a 

deeper understanding of your reading preferences and habits.

The "Your reading activity" section on the "My Books" page serves as a valuable tool for 

tracking, reviewing, and celebrating your reading accomplishments. It encourages engagement 

with your reading challenges, helps you stay organized with your book reviews, and provides an 

informative summary of your reading patterns. By offering a glimpse into your reading journey, 

this section enhances your overall Goodreads experience, fostering a sense of accomplishment 

and camaraderie within the reading community.

As you scroll down the left column on the “My Books” page of Goodreads, you’ll see the 

“Add books” section. Let’s take a look at that next.

Add Books

The "Add Books" section on the "My Books" page of Goodreads is a useful feature for 

organizing and tracking your reading. Here are some good ways to use this section effectively:

1. Add Books to Your Shelves: The "Add Books" section allows you to add books to 

your virtual bookshelves, such as "Read," "Currently Reading," or "Want to Read." Use this 

feature to categorize books and keep track of your reading progress.

2. Track Your Reading Progress: When you start a new book, you can add it to the 

"Currently Reading" shelf. As you progress through the book, you can update your reading 

status, including the page or percentage you've completed. This helps you keep tabs on your 

reading progress and easily resume where you left off.
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3. Set Reading Goals: You can use the "Add Books" section to set reading goals for 

yourself. For example, you might create a goal to read a certain number of books within a 

specific timeframe. Add books to your "Want to Read" shelf to keep a list of titles you plan to 

read, and mark them as "Read" once you've completed them to track your progress towards your 

goal.

4. Discover New Books: Goodreads provides recommendations based on the books 

you've added to your shelves. When adding books to your "Want to Read" shelf, you can explore 

related titles, author suggestions, or books within the same genre. This can help you discover 

new books and expand your reading horizons.

5. Write Reviews and Ratings: After finishing a book, you can use the "Add Books" 

section to write a review and assign a rating to it. Sharing your thoughts and opinions helps you 

reflect on your reading experience and also provides valuable insights for other readers.

6. Personalize Your Bookshelves: Goodreads allows you to create custom bookshelves 

in addition to the default ones. You can use the "Add Books" section to assign books to specific 

custom shelves based on your preferences, interests, or reading challenges. This helps you 

organize your reading material in a way that is meaningful to you.

7. Keep a Personal Reading Log: By adding books to your shelves and updating their 

status, you create a personal reading log or history. This log helps you remember the books 

you've read, when you read them, and what you thought about them. It can serve as a valuable 

reference for recommendations, discussions, or personal reflection.
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Remember to customize your bookshelves and use the "Add Books" section in a way that 

suits your reading habits and goals. Goodreads provides flexibility, allowing you to tailor the 

feature to your specific needs and preferences.

The last portion of the “My Books” page that we’ll look at is the “Tools” option at the 

bottom of the page, on the left.

Tools

The "Tools" section on the "My Books" page of Goodreads provides users with additional 

features and options to enhance their reading experience. While individual usage may vary, here 

are some common ways people use the "Tools" section:

1. Import/Export Books: Goodreads allows users to import and export their book data. 

In the "Tools" section, users can find options to import books from other platforms or export 

their Goodreads library for backup or migration purposes. This feature helps users streamline 

their book organization and ensure their data is accessible across different platforms.

2. Find Recommendations: Goodreads offers various tools to help users discover new 

books. In the "Tools" section, users can access recommendation features such as 

"Recommendations" or "Explore" to receive personalized book recommendations based on their 

reading history and preferences. These tools help users expand their reading choices and discover 

books they might enjoy.

3. Reading Challenge: The "Tools" section includes the Reading Challenge feature, 

where users can set a goal for the number of books they want to read within a specific timeframe. 

Users can track their progress, update their reading status, and receive notifications and 
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reminders to stay on track. The Reading Challenge tool motivates users to reach their reading 

goals and provides a sense of accomplishment.

4. Stats: Goodreads provides users with detailed reading statistics in the "Tools" section. 

Users can view their reading history, including the number of books read per year, the average 

rating they assign to books, and other insights. These stats offer a snapshot of reading habits and 

allow users to analyze their reading patterns and preferences.

5. Kindle Integration: Goodreads integrates with Kindle devices, enabling users to 

connect their Goodreads and Kindle accounts. In the "Tools" section, users can access Kindle-

specific features, such as syncing their Kindle reading progress with Goodreads, viewing Kindle 

highlights and notes, and receiving personalized book recommendations based on their Kindle 

reading history.

6. Explore Groups: Goodreads hosts numerous reading groups and communities. In the 

"Tools" section, users can find options to explore and join different groups based on their reading 

interests, genres, or specific themes. These groups provide opportunities for book discussions, 

recommendations, and engaging with fellow readers.

It's important to note that the "Tools" section may offer additional features or tools based 

on updates and enhancements made by Goodreads over time. Users can explore and experiment 

with these tools based on their individual reading preferences and goals to make the most of their 

Goodreads experience.

In the next chapter, we’ll have a look at the “Browse” page on Goodreads.
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Chapter Five

Browse

Browse Tab in Goodreads

The "Browse" tab on the Goodreads website is a powerful tool for discovering new 

books, exploring genres, and finding popular titles. Here is a detailed explanation of how to use 

the "Browse" tab effectively:

1. Recommendations: The 'recommendations' link under the 'browse' tab on Goodreads 

provides users with personalized book recommendations based on their reading history, 

preferences, and the books they have added to their shelves. By analyzing users' ratings, reviews, 

and bookshelf contents, Goodreads algorithmically suggests books that align with their interests 

and reading habits. This feature helps users discover new books and authors they may enjoy, 

making it easier to expand their reading choices and find titles that resonate with their individual 

tastes.
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2. Choice Awards: Goodreads conducts an annual Choice Awards program where users 

vote for their favorite books across different genres and categories. The "Browse" tab provides 

access to the Choice Awards winners and nominees. You can explore the best books of the year 

and discover highly acclaimed titles.

3. Giveaways: The 'giveaway' link under the 'browse' tab on Goodreads allows authors 

and publishers to host book giveaways to generate interest, awareness, and potentially gain new 

readers. Users can enter these giveaways for a chance to win free copies of the featured books. It 

serves as a promotional tool where authors and publishers can create buzz around their works, 

attract attention from potential readers, and generate reviews and ratings. Giveaways on 

Goodreads provide an opportunity to reach a large community of book enthusiasts and increase 

the visibility and discoverability of new releases or lesser-known titles.

4. New Releases: Under the "Browse" tab, you'll find a section dedicated to new book 

releases. This feature highlights recently published books across various genres. You can explore 

the latest additions to the literary world and stay up-to-date with new releases.

5. Lists: Under the "Browse" tab, you'll also find a section called "Lists." These lists are 

user-generated and cover a wide range of topics and themes. You can explore lists like "Best 

Books of the 21st Century," "Books That Everyone Should Read at Least Once," or "Books with 

Strong Female Characters." The lists feature books that have been recommended and voted upon 

by the Goodreads community. Learn more about lists in the next section of this chapter.

6. Explore: Goodreads provides an "Explore" option under the "Browse" tab, which 

allows you to discover books based on different criteria. You can explore books based on themes, 
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sub-genres, awards, new releases, or curated lists. This feature offers a more targeted approach to 

finding books within specific parameters.

7. News & Interviews: This link under the 'browse' tab on Goodreads provides users 

with a curated collection of articles, news, author interviews, and other literary content from 

various sources. It serves as a platform to stay updated on the latest happenings in the book 

world, including author spotlights, book recommendations, publishing industry news, and 

literary discussions. Users can explore engaging articles, interviews, and features related to their 

favorite authors, genres, or upcoming releases, making it a valuable resource for staying 

informed and discovering interesting insights and perspectives within the literary community.

8. Genre Exploration: When you click on the "Browse" tab, you'll find a list of genres 

on the right-hand side. By selecting a genre of interest, you can browse through books within that 

specific genre. Goodreads provides popular genres such as fiction, non-fiction, mystery, 

romance, fantasy, science fiction, historical fiction, and many more. You can click on a genre to 

view popular books, new releases, and curated lists within that genre.

By utilizing the features and options available under the "Browse" tab on Goodreads, you 

can delve into a vast collection of books, genres, authors, and community-generated content. It's 

a valuable resource for discovering new reads, exploring different genres, and staying connected 

with the reading community.

One of the most useful features in the Browse pull-down menu is the “Lists” option. Let’s 

take a closer look at lists and why they are so valuable to readers in general and especially to 

students, teachers, parents and librarians.

The Lists Feature in the Browse Menu
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When you activate the “Browse” pull-down menu on the Goodreads website, you will see 

two columns of options. In the left column, the fifth item down is “Lists.” This is an important 

Goodreads offering, so let’s take a look at it.

Goodreads lists are curated collections of books created by Goodreads users. These lists 

can be themed around specific genres, topics, or reading preferences. Readers can use Goodreads 

lists in the following ways:

1. Discover New Books: Goodreads lists are a great resource for finding new books to 

read. Users can explore lists in their favorite genres or topics and browse through the books 

recommended by other readers. It's an excellent way to uncover hidden gems, popular titles, or 

books that align with specific interests.

2. Personalized Recommendations: Users can create their own lists and add books they 

have enjoyed or want to read. By sharing these lists with the Goodreads community, readers can 

help others discover books they loved and provide personalized recommendations based on their 

own reading experiences.

3. Track Reading Progress: Goodreads lists can be used as a tool to track reading 

progress. Readers can create lists for books they plan to read in a particular month, year, or for a 

specific challenge. By updating their progress on the list, users can stay organized and keep a 

record of their reading goals.

4. Engage with the Community: Goodreads lists foster community engagement and 

discussion. Users can comment on lists, share their opinions on the books included, or ask for 

further recommendations from fellow readers. It provides an interactive platform to connect with 

like-minded readers and participate in book-related conversations.
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5. Contribute to the Community: Goodreads users have the ability to add books to 

existing lists or create new ones. By contributing to lists, readers can share their own favorite 

books or recommend titles they believe should be included. It allows users to actively participate 

in building a collective resource of book recommendations and influence the reading choices of 

others.

Goodreads lists are a valuable tool for readers to discover books, receive personalized 

recommendations, track their reading progress, engage with the community, and contribute to the 

platform by creating and adding books to curated lists. Find Listopias from the BROWSE 

dropdown menu on the main navigation bar at the top of every Goodreads page or go 

to: www.goodreads.com/list. Throughout this book, you will discover specialized booklists for 

students, teachers, parents and librarians.

The rest of the options under the Browse menu are pretty self-explanatory and can easily 

be mastered by exploring each one and deciding which option works best for your particular 

needs. So now, let’s move on to the “Community” tab on the main, top menu of Goodreads.

http://www.goodreads.com/list
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Chapter Six

Community

The Community tab, found on the main menu of Goodreads, is a central hub that connects users 

to a thriving literary community. Clicking on the Community reveals a pull-down menu that 

offers five interactive features and opportunities for engagement with fellow readers. The 

Community tab on Goodreads fosters a dynamic and inclusive space, promoting a love for 

literature and connecting readers from around the world, making the platform not just a book-

tracking tool but also a vibrant social platform for book lovers.

In the next section, we’ll take a quick look at the five pull-down menu options with a 

brief explanation of each.

Five Options Found Under the Community Tab

Here's a brief description of each of the five links found under the Community tab on the 

main menu of Goodreads:
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Groups: This section allows users to explore and join various book-related groups on 

Goodreads. Users can discover groups based on specific genres, authors, or themes, and engage 

in discussions with like-minded readers. Joining groups enables users to participate in book 

clubs, reading challenges, and lively conversations about their favorite books.

Discussions: The Discussions section provides access to the ongoing conversations 

within the groups that users are part of. Here, users can participate in group discussions, share 

book recommendations, ask questions, and explore different literary topics with other members.

Quotes: In this section, users can explore and share memorable quotes from books 

they love. It serves as a collection of inspiring and thought-provoking lines from a wide range of 

literary works, allowing users to connect through the power of words.

Ask the Author: This feature allows users to interact directly with authors by asking 

questions about their books, writing process, or any other topics related to their work. Authors 

often respond to these inquiries, providing valuable insights and creating a direct connection 

between writers and readers.

People: The People section allows users to discover and connect with other 

Goodreads members. It provides a way to find friends, follow readers with similar interests, and 

explore the reading activity of other users. Connecting with people on Goodreads fosters a sense 

of community and expands one's literary network.

These five links under the Community tab on Goodreads enhance the social and 

interactive aspects of the platform, offering opportunities for users to engage with others, discuss 

books, share recommendations, and connect with authors, creating a lively and enriching reading 

community.
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Of the five options found under the Community tab, “Groups” is by far the most 

important for middle grade students, teachers, parents, librarians and authors. For that reason, the 

next three sections of this chapter are dedicated specifically to Groups and how best to use them.

Groups

Groups on Goodreads are online communities where users can join discussions, interact 

with like-minded readers, and participate in various book-related activities. These groups cater to 

different interests, genres, and themes, allowing users to connect with others who share their 

reading preferences. Basically, Goodreads Groups are online book clubs where like-minded 

readers can share ideas and discuss books. Here’s a brief explanation of what Groups are on 

Goodreads:

1. Joining Groups: Goodreads users can browse and join existing groups that align with 

their reading interests. These groups cover a wide range of topics, including specific genres, 

book clubs, author fan clubs, writing advice, book recommendations, and more.

2. Participating in Discussions: Once a member of a group, users can participate in 

discussions by posting comments, asking questions, sharing opinions, or starting new discussion 

threads. Group discussions can cover a wide range of book-related topics, allowing users to 

engage in meaningful conversations with fellow readers.

3. Discovering New Books: Groups provide a platform for users to discover new books 

and authors. Members often recommend and discuss their favorite reads, giving others the 

opportunity to explore titles they may not have come across otherwise.

4. Joining Book Clubs: Many groups on Goodreads function as virtual book clubs, 

where members read and discuss specific books together. These clubs typically have reading 
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schedules, designated discussion threads, and may even host live chats or virtual meetings to 

facilitate interactive reading experiences.

5. Participating in Reading Challenges: Some groups organize reading challenges, 

where members set reading goals and track their progress throughout the year. These challenges 

encourage users to explore new genres, complete reading prompts, or achieve specific reading 

milestones.

6. Connecting with Like-Minded Readers: Groups provide a space for users to connect 

with other readers who share their literary interests. By participating in discussions, users can 

form connections, exchange recommendations, and engage in conversations with a community 

of readers who appreciate similar books and genres.

7. Creating and Moderating Groups: Goodreads users can also create their own groups 

based on specific interests or themes. Group creators have the ability to moderate discussions, set 

group rules, and manage member requests. This allows users to curate a community tailored to 

their specific preferences.

Goodreads Groups foster a vibrant and interactive community of readers, providing a 

platform to connect, share opinions, discover new books, and engage in conversations around 

literature. Users can join existing groups or create their own, contributing to a thriving bookish 

community on the platform.

Joining Groups

To find and join groups on Goodreads, you can follow these steps:

1. Log in to Goodreads: Visit the Goodreads website (www.goodreads.com) and log in 

to your account using your username and password.

http://www.goodreads.com/
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2. Access the Groups Page: On the Goodreads homepage, click on the "Community" tab 

located in the top navigation bar. From the dropdown menu, select "Groups." This will take you 

to the Groups page, where you can browse and search for groups.

3. Browse Featured Groups: On the Groups page, you'll find a section titled "Featured 

Groups." These groups are curated by Goodreads and cover a range of popular interests and 

genres. Explore these featured groups to see if any catch your interest. You can click on a group's 

name or image to learn more about it.

4. Explore Group Categories: On the right side of the Groups page, you'll see an area 

titled “Browse groups by tag.” This area shows different categories that can help you narrow 

down your search. Categories may include genres like Fiction, Nonfiction, Fantasy, Mystery, 

Romance, etc., as well as other themes like Book Clubs, Creative Writing, Science Fiction/

Fantasy Book Discussions, and more. Click on tags to view the groups within it.

5. Search for Groups: If you have specific interests or topics in mind, you can use the 

search bar located at the top of the Groups page. Enter keywords related to the type of group 

you're looking for, such as "mystery book club," "YA fantasy discussion," or "science fiction 

fans." Goodreads will display search results based on your query.

6. Sort and Filter Groups: Once you're on the Groups page or within a specific category, 

you can further refine your search by using the sorting and filtering options provided. You can 

sort groups by "Most members," "Newest," or "Most active." Additionally, you can apply filters 

such as "Public" or "Private" groups, "English" or other language preferences, and more.

7. Join a Group: When you find a group you're interested in, click on its name or image 

to access its group page. Here, you can learn more about the group, read its description, see the 
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group rules, and view recent discussions. If the group is open to new members, you'll find a "Join 

Group" button on the right side of the page. Click the button to request to join the group.

8. Participate in Group Discussions: Once you've joined a group, you can start 

participating in discussions by clicking on the "Discussions" tab on the group page. Here, you'll 

find various discussion threads organized by topic or book. You can read and reply to existing 

threads or start your own discussion by clicking on the "New Topic" button.

Remember, joining and participating in groups allows you to connect with like-minded 

readers, discover new books, and engage in book discussions. Be respectful of the group's rules 

and guidelines, and enjoy the interactive and engaging community experience on Goodreads!

Groups for Middle Grades

Goodreads offers a variety of groups specifically catering to middle-grade students, 

teachers, parents, and librarians. Here are some groups on Goodreads that may be of interest:

1. Middle Grade Madness: This group is dedicated to middle-grade readers, parents, 

teachers, and librarians. It focuses on discussing and recommending middle-grade books across 

various genres. (Link: https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/927637-middle-grade-madness)

2. Middle Grade Marvels: This group is designed for middle-grade book lovers, 

including students, teachers, parents, and librarians. It hosts monthly group reads, book 

discussions, and encourages the sharing of book recommendations. (Link: https://

www.goodreads.com/group/show/1090487-middle-grade-marvels---books-full-o-wonder)

3. Children's Books: This group is not specifically limited to middle-grade books, but it 

encompasses discussions on children's literature as a whole. It is an active community that 

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/927637-middle-grade-madness
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/1090487-middle-grade-marvels---books-full-o-wonder
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/1090487-middle-grade-marvels---books-full-o-wonder
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welcomes parents, teachers, librarians, and anyone interested in children's books. (Link: https://

www.goodreads.com/group/show/188-children-s-books)

4. Great Middle Grade Reads: This group is aimed at teachers who enjoy reading and 

discussing books. While it is not exclusively focused on middle-grade books, many members 

share recommendations and engage in discussions about middle-grade literature. (Link: https://

www.goodreads.com/group/show/71883-great-middle-grade-reads)

5. Middle School Book Club: This group brings together parents, teachers, librarians, 

writers and readers, who all love middle grade books. (Link: https://www.goodreads.com/group/

show/1586-middle-school-book-club)

6. Matching Kids to Books: This is a group to find the right book for the right reader at 

the right time. It is a place to look at children's literature from baby board books to elementary 

school chapter books and novels. It is a place for parents, teachers, students and librarians to talk 

incessantly about children's books and their authors.  (Link: https://www.goodreads.com/group/

show/109753-matching-kids-to-books)

Remember to review each group's guidelines and rules to ensure they align with your 

interests and objectives. These groups provide opportunities to connect with others who share a 

passion for middle-grade books, exchange recommendations, and engage in discussions about 

literature.

The other four options under the “Community” tab are pretty self explanatory and 

somewhat less useful than the “Groups” option. So let’s move on to the next chapters that will be 

geared specifically to middle grades audiences. The first of those chapters will be for and about 

middle grades students.

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/188-children-s-books
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/188-children-s-books
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/71883-great-middle-grade-reads
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/71883-great-middle-grade-reads
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/1586-middle-school-book-club
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/1586-middle-school-book-club
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/109753-matching-kids-to-books
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/109753-matching-kids-to-books
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Chapter Seven

Goodreads for Students

Why Goodreads?

Having a Goodreads account can be highly beneficial for middle school students for 

several reasons. First and foremost, Goodreads provides a safe and age-appropriate online 

platform where students can explore their love for reading and literature. By creating a 

Goodreads account, students can build personalized bookshelves, track their reading progress, 

and set reading goals, fostering a sense of responsibility and accomplishment in their reading 

journey. Goodreads also offers a vast collection of book recommendations, allowing students to 

discover new titles that align with their interests and broaden their reading horizons.

Furthermore, Goodreads provides a space for middle school students to interact with their 

peers through the "Groups" and "Discussions" features. Engaging in book-related discussions 

within groups encourages social interaction, critical thinking, and the exchange of ideas in a 
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positive and educational environment. This interaction can foster a sense of community and 

belonging among young readers.

Having a Goodreads account can also enhance students' writing skills. Writing book 

reviews, participating in discussions, and sharing their thoughts on books can improve their 

ability to articulate ideas and express themselves effectively in written form.

Moreover, Goodreads encourages a culture of reading and literacy by promoting book 

challenges and reading competitions. These activities motivate students to read more and 

improve their reading comprehension, vocabulary, and overall academic performance.

Overall, a Goodreads account empowers middle school students to take charge of their 

reading interests, engage with literature in a meaningful way, and connect with a like-minded 

community. It can foster a lifelong love for reading, enrich their educational experience, and 

support their intellectual and social development during this critical stage of their lives.

Can Middle School Students Have a Goodreads Account?

Teenagers can have a Goodreads account. Goodreads is a social media platform designed 

for book lovers and readers of all ages. While the platform is open to anyone who enjoys reading, 

it's important to note that there are some age restrictions for creating an account.

As of September 2021, Goodreads requires users to be at least 13 years old to create an 

account. Check the Goodreads website or their terms of service for the most up-to-date 

information regarding age restrictions, as policies can change over time.

If you're a teenager interested in joining Goodreads, it's a great platform to discover new 

books, share your reading progress, write reviews, and connect with other readers who share 

similar interests.
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Can Students Use Goodreads Without an Account?

Whether at home or in school, students can access a wealth of information about books 

and authors without the need to sign up for a Goodreads account. As an open-access platform, 

visitors can freely browse the Goodreads website and take advantage of its many features. By 

simply visiting the site's homepage, users can use the search bar to look up specific books, 

authors, or genres they are interested in. They can read book summaries, view average ratings, 

and read user reviews to gain insights into the quality and content of the books. 

Additionally, Goodreads offers curated lists of popular books, award-winning titles, and 

themed recommendations that can be freely accessed without an account. Visitors can explore 

author profiles, learn about their biographies, and discover other works they have written. 

While browsing Goodreads without an account, users can still access blog posts, author 

interviews, and literary news, enriching their knowledge about the world of literature. However, 

signing up for a free account unlocks additional features, such as the ability to create 

personalized bookshelves, track reading progress, participate in discussions, and receive tailored 

book recommendations based on individual preferences and reading habits. Nevertheless, using 

Goodreads without signing up remains a valuable resource for anyone seeking book information, 

recommendations, and literary insights.

Goodreads Activities for Middle Grades Students

Middle grades students can engage in various fun and educational activities on 

Goodreads to enhance their reading experience and develop their literary skills. Here are some 

exciting ideas:
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Reading Challenges: Students can participate in Goodreads reading challenges 

where they set a goal to read a certain number of books within a specified timeframe. It 

encourages them to explore new genres, discover diverse authors, and track their progress on 

Goodreads.

Virtual Book Clubs: Students can join or create virtual book clubs on Goodreads 

with their friends or classmates. They can discuss their favorite books, share reviews, and 

exchange recommendations, fostering a sense of community and encouraging thoughtful 

discussions.

Book Reviews and Ratings: Goodreads allows students to write book reviews and 

give ratings for the books they read. This helps them develop critical thinking and 

communication skills while sharing their thoughts and insights with others.

Explore Book Quotes: Goodreads has a vast collection of book quotes. Students can 

explore these quotes, share their favorites, and even create graphics or posters featuring the 

quotes that resonate with them.

Follow Favorite Authors: Students can follow their favorite authors on Goodreads to 

receive updates on new book releases, author events, and blog posts. It allows them to connect 

with authors and gain insights into the writing process.

Literary Trivia: Organize fun literary trivia games with questions based on famous 

books, authors, and literary quotes available on Goodreads. This encourages students to explore 

the platform and test their knowledge of literature.
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Book Recommendations: Encourage students to explore the "Recommendations" 

section on Goodreads and create their personalized book recommendation lists for different 

genres or themes. This activity helps them discover new books and refine their literary tastes.

Writing Challenges: Teachers can set up writing challenges where students write 

short stories, book summaries, or fan fiction based on their favorite books or characters. Students 

can share their creations on Goodreads to showcase their writing skills.

Explore Goodreads Groups: Students can join Goodreads groups focused on 

specific genres, interests, or age groups. Participating in group discussions and reading 

challenges introduces them to a wider literary community.

Create Reading Goals: Students can set reading goals on Goodreads, like 

completing a book series or exploring works from a particular time period or culture. Achieving 

these goals can be both rewarding and motivating.

These activities not only make reading enjoyable but also provide middle grades students 

with opportunities to engage with literature, develop their literary tastes, and connect with other 

readers on Goodreads.

Goodreads Student Activities in the Classroom

Incorporating Goodreads into the classroom can offer engaging and educational activities 

for middle school students. Here are some classroom activities that utilize Goodreads:

Book Reviews and Recommendations: Have students read books of their choice and 

write thoughtful book reviews. They can then share their reviews on Goodreads, creating a 

virtual bookshelf of recommended reads for their classmates.



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 51

Genre Exploration: Assign students to explore different literary genres on 

Goodreads. They can research and create presentations or posters showcasing the characteristics 

and popular examples of each genre.

Virtual Book Clubs: Form small virtual book clubs within the class on Goodreads. 

Assign specific books for each club to read and discuss. Students can have asynchronous 

discussions on Goodreads, sharing their insights and thoughts about the books.

Author Spotlights: Let students choose an author they admire or find interesting. 

They can research the author's background and works, and then present their findings to the 

class, creating a virtual "Author Spotlight" on Goodreads.

Literary Quizzes: Create quizzes based on books the class has read or is currently 

reading. Students can take the quizzes on Goodreads to test their comprehension and 

understanding of the literary material.

Reading Challenges: Set up reading challenges on Goodreads for the class, 

encouraging students to read a specific number of books or explore diverse genres within a set 

timeframe.

Book Cover Redesign: Have students select a book they enjoyed and redesign its 

cover to reflect their interpretation of the story. They can then share their redesigned book covers 

with their classmates or on Goodreads.

Literary Character Profiles: Students can create profiles for their favorite literary 

characters on Goodreads, detailing their personalities, motivations, and character arcs.
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Virtual Author Q&A: If possible, invite an author for a virtual Q&A session with the 

class. Students can submit questions in advance and engage in a live discussion with the author 

through Goodreads.

Book vs. Movie: Select a book that has been adapted into a movie. Have students 

read the book and watch the movie, then compare and contrast the two mediums in a discussion 

on Goodreads.

By incorporating Goodreads into classroom activities, middle school students can deepen 

their love of reading, develop critical thinking skills, and actively engage with literature in a 

collaborative and interactive environment.

Goodreads Student Activities at Home

Middle-grade students can enjoy various fun and enriching Goodreads activities at home 

that promote reading, creativity, and interaction with the online book community. Here are some 

engaging activities:

Book Bingo: Create a book bingo board with different reading challenges (e.g., read a 

mystery, read a book with a blue cover). Students can mark off squares as they complete each 

challenge and share their progress on Goodreads. This activity is also known as Literary Bingo.

Virtual Book Club with Friends: Organize a virtual book club with friends or 

classmates on Goodreads. Select a book to read together and engage in discussions, reviews, and 

ratings on the platform.

Character Fan Art: Encourage students to create fan art or illustrations of their 

favorite book characters. They can share their artwork on Goodreads and discuss how they 

envision the characters.



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 53

Author Quotes: Have students search for inspiring quotes from their favorite authors 

on Goodreads. They can create quote posters or share their favorite quotes with friends.

Create Reading Lists: Students can curate reading lists on Goodreads based on 

specific themes, genres, or personal interests. They can share these lists with friends or family to 

encourage reading recommendations.

Virtual Bookshelf Tour: Students can create a video or photo tour of their virtual 

bookshelves on Goodreads, showcasing their reading progress and favorite books.

Guess the Book: Post book summaries or clues on Goodreads and challenge friends 

to guess the titles of the books. Students can take turns creating and guessing book riddles.

Book Trailer Creations: Have students design and create book trailers for their 

favorite books. They can use multimedia tools to produce and share their trailers.

Reading Challenges: Set up individual or family reading challenges on Goodreads. 

Students can track their reading progress and set goals to complete a certain number of books in 

a given time.

Author Hunt: Encourage students to explore the Goodreads profiles of their favorite 

authors. They can learn about the authors' backgrounds, other works, and upcoming releases.

These activities provide middle-grade students with a sense of accomplishment, 

creativity, and connection within the reading community while reinforcing the pleasures of 

reading and exploring literature on Goodreads from the comfort of their homes.

Fun Goodreads Booklists for Middle Grade Students
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Enjoy this eclectic selection of booklists selected especially for a wide range of readers 

and reading interests. The name of the list is shown first, then the URL for that list is shown to 

the right of the list name:

⁃ Best Middle Grade Books of the 21st Century: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

12612.best_middle_grade_books_of_the_21st_century

⁃ Middle Grade Ghost Stories: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

72342.Middle_Grade_Ghost_Stories

⁃ Best Books About Mathematics: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

8231.Best_Books_About_Mathematics

⁃ Best books for middle school grade level: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

5532.Best_Books_for_Middle_school_grade_level

⁃ Middle Grade Fantasy Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

76001.Middle_Grade_Fantasy

⁃ Middle Grade Summer Adventure Stories: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

73707.Middle_Grade_Summer_Adventure_Stories

⁃ Classics Continued and Revised: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

101233.Classics_Continued_and_Revised

⁃ Fun Holiday Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15572.Holidays

⁃ Middle School Book List: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

284.Middle_School_Book_List

⁃ Best Graphic Novels for Middle School: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/12612.best_middle_grade_books_of_the_21st_century
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/12612.best_middle_grade_books_of_the_21st_century
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/72342.Middle_Grade_Ghost_Stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/72342.Middle_Grade_Ghost_Stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/8231.Best_Books_About_Mathematics
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/8231.Best_Books_About_Mathematics
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5532.Best_Books_for_Middle_school_grade_level
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5532.Best_Books_for_Middle_school_grade_level
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/76001.Middle_Grade_Fantasy
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/76001.Middle_Grade_Fantasy
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/73707.Middle_Grade_Summer_Adventure_Stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/73707.Middle_Grade_Summer_Adventure_Stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/101233.Classics_Continued_and_Revised
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/101233.Classics_Continued_and_Revised
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15572.Holidays
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/284.Middle_School_Book_List
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/284.Middle_School_Book_List
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School
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⁃ Realistic Fiction for Middle Schoolers: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers

⁃ Best Books for Middle School Girls: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls

⁃ Best Middle School Boy’s Fiction: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction

⁃ Books to Motivate Young Men to Read: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

31173.Books_to_Motivate_Young_Men_to_Read

⁃ Middle School Classics: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

19369.Middle_School_Classics

Goodreads Clubs for Middle Grades Students

⁃ Teen Book Club: https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/649871-teen-book-club

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/31173.Books_to_Motivate_Young_Men_to_Read
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/31173.Books_to_Motivate_Young_Men_to_Read
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/19369.Middle_School_Classics
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/19369.Middle_School_Classics
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/649871-teen-book-club


 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 56

Chapter Eight

Goodreads for Parents

Why Goodreads for Your Middle Grades Children?

Parents may want to introduce Goodreads to their middle-grade students because it is an 

invaluable platform that fosters a love of reading, enhances literary exploration, and encourages 

a sense of community among young readers. Goodreads offers a vast collection of age-

appropriate books and personalized recommendations, helping parents discover suitable reading 

material for their children. By using Goodreads, students can set reading goals, track their 

progress, and engage in virtual book clubs with friends or classmates. Additionally, Goodreads 

provides a platform for students to express their thoughts through book reviews and ratings, 

nurturing their critical thinking and communication skills. By incorporating Goodreads into their 

reading routine, middle-grade students can develop a lifelong passion for books, expand their 

literary horizons, and actively participate in a supportive online reading community.

Parental Tips for Using Goodreads With Middle Grades Children
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Parents of middle school students can make effective use of Goodreads in several ways to 

support their child's reading journey. Here are some beneficial ways for parents to utilize 

Goodreads:

1. Discover age-appropriate books: Goodreads provides a vast collection of books 

suitable for middle school students. Parents can explore genres, browse through book 

recommendations, and read reviews to find books that align with their child's interests, reading 

level, and maturity.

2. Create virtual bookshelves: Parents can create personalized bookshelves on 

Goodreads to keep track of the books their child is reading, wants to read, or has completed. This 

allows parents to maintain an organized record of their child's reading progress.

3. Find book recommendations: Goodreads offers a wealth of book recommendations 

based on various factors, such as genre, author, and user preferences. Parents can utilize these 

recommendations to suggest new books to their middle schoolers and help expand their reading 

horizons.

4. Join reading communities: Goodreads hosts numerous reading groups, including 

those specifically for middle school readers. Parents can join these communities to connect with 

other parents, share reading recommendations, and participate in discussions related to books and 

literacy.

5. Encourage goal-setting and challenges: Goodreads enables users to set reading goals 

and participate in reading challenges. Parents can encourage their middle schoolers to set goals 

and track their progress on Goodreads, fostering a sense of achievement and motivation in their 

reading habits.



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 58

6. Facilitate discussions: Parents can engage their children in meaningful conversations 

about the books they are reading by exploring Goodreads together. They can read book 

summaries, reviews, and author biographies on the platform, prompting discussions on themes, 

characters, and personal interpretations.

7. Monitor reading habits: Goodreads allows parents to view their child's reading 

activity, including books read, ratings given, and reviews written. This provides insights into 

their reading habits and preferences, facilitating conversations about reading choices and helping 

parents make informed recommendations.

By leveraging Goodreads, parents of middle school students can actively participate in 

their child's reading journey, foster a love for reading, and support their literacy development.

How to Find Appropriate Books for Your Middle Grades Children

Parents can effectively find appropriate books for their middle-grade children on 

Goodreads by utilizing the platform's various features and resources. To begin, parents can create 

a free account on Goodreads, which enables them to access personalized book recommendations 

based on their child's age, interests, and reading level. They can use the search bar to look for 

specific genres or themes suitable for middle-grade readers, and filter results by age group to 

ensure age-appropriate content. Goodreads also offers curated lists of recommended books for 

different age ranges and topics, providing valuable suggestions. Parents can read book 

summaries, reviews, and ratings written by other users to gain insights into the content and 

appropriateness of the books. Additionally, by joining Goodreads groups focused on children's 

literature or middle-grade books, parents can engage with other parents and educators to seek 

recommendations and share insights. By making use of these features, parents can confidently 
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discover books that align with their child's interests, reading abilities, and values, thereby 

fostering a positive and enriching reading experience.

Goodreads Activities for Middle Grades Students and Their Parents

Parents can engage in various fun activities on Goodreads with their middle-grade 

children, promoting a shared love for reading and fostering a positive reading environment. Here 

are some enjoyable activities:

Virtual Book Club: Create a virtual book club with your child on Goodreads. 

Choose a book to read together, set a schedule for discussions, and share your thoughts, reviews, 

and favorite quotes on the platform.

Reading Challenges: Set up reading challenges for both parent and child on 

Goodreads. Make it a friendly competition to see who can read the most books within a specified 

time frame or complete a reading list of diverse genres.

Book Swap: Have a book swap day with your child using Goodreads. Let them pick a 

book from your "Want to Read" shelf, and you can choose a book from their "To Read" list. 

Share your thoughts after reading each other's selections.

Literary Scavenger Hunt: Create a literary scavenger hunt on Goodreads by giving 

your child clues to find specific books, authors, or genres. They can explore the platform to 

discover the answers.

Book-to-Movie Night: Read a book that has been adapted into a movie with your 

child. After finishing the book, watch the movie adaptation together and discuss the similarities, 

differences, and your opinions on Goodreads.
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Book Cover Redesign: Choose a book your child loves, and both of you can redesign 

the book cover on Goodreads. Share your redesigned covers and have a mini art showcase.

Write a Collaborative Review: Pick a book that you and your child have both read. 

Write a collaborative review together on Goodreads, combining your thoughts and insights.

Author Exploration: Explore the profiles of your child's favorite authors on 

Goodreads. Discover other books they've written and explore interviews or blog posts by the 

authors.

Bookish Quotes: Create a collection of bookish quotes that resonate with both you 

and your child. Share your favorite quotes and discuss why they are meaningful to you.

Book Recommendations: Collaborate on creating a reading list of books that you 

both want to read together or share recommendations based on your child's interests and 

preferences.

By participating in these fun activities on Goodreads, parents can not only bond with 

their middle-grade children but also cultivate a positive reading culture, encourage critical 

thinking, and foster a lifelong love for literature.

Goodreads Booklists for Parents

Here are some popular Goodreads booklists that parents may find useful. They include a 

combination of non-fiction and fiction books. In addition to providing advice for parents, they 

also include some recommendations for books to read with your children or to recommend to 

your children. On the left, you’ll see the name of the list followed by the URL/link for each list 

to the right of the list name.
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⁃ Best Books About Family Relationships: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

16951.Best_Books_About_Family_Relationships

⁃ Great Middle Grade Reads: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

27516.Great_Middle_Grade_Reads

⁃ Most Influential Parenting Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

623.Most_Influential_Parenting_Books

⁃ 50 Books Every Child Should Read: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

10719.50_Books_Every_Child_Should_Read

⁃ Best Parenting Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

35187.Best_Parenting_Books

⁃ Smart Novels to Read to Your Kids: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

15295.Smart_Novels_to_Read_to_Your_Kids

⁃ Best Books to Open Young Minds: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

6560.Best_Books_to_Open_Young_Minds

⁃ Best Books About ADD and ADHD: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

794.Best_books_about_ADD_and_ADHD

⁃ Best Parenting and Family Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

11820.Best_Parenting_and_Family_Books

⁃ Best Family Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1390.Best_Family_Books

Goodreads Group for Parents

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16951.Best_Books_About_Family_Relationships
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16951.Best_Books_About_Family_Relationships
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/27516.Great_Middle_Grade_Reads
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/27516.Great_Middle_Grade_Reads
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/623.Most_Influential_Parenting_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/623.Most_Influential_Parenting_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/10719.50_Books_Every_Child_Should_Read
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/10719.50_Books_Every_Child_Should_Read
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/35187.Best_Parenting_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/35187.Best_Parenting_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15295.Smart_Novels_to_Read_to_Your_Kids
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15295.Smart_Novels_to_Read_to_Your_Kids
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/6560.Best_Books_to_Open_Young_Minds
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/6560.Best_Books_to_Open_Young_Minds
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/794.Best_books_about_ADD_and_ADHD
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/794.Best_books_about_ADD_and_ADHD
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/11820.Best_Parenting_and_Family_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/11820.Best_Parenting_and_Family_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1390.Best_Family_Books
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⁃ Parents of Tweens (9 - 14): https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/55594-parents-of-

tweens-9-14

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/55594-parents-of-tweens-9-14
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/55594-parents-of-tweens-9-14
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Chapter Nine

Goodreads for Teachers

Why Goodreads in the Middle School Teachers?

Middle grades teachers should consider adding Goodreads to their reading curriculum as 

a way to enhance students' reading experiences and promote a love for literature. Goodreads 

provides access to a vast collection of age-appropriate books and personalized reading 

recommendations, allowing teachers to cater to individual students' interests and reading levels. 

By creating virtual bookshelves, tracking reading progress, and forming book clubs on 

Goodreads, teachers can foster a sense of achievement and motivation among students. 

Additionally, Goodreads offers an opportunity for students to write book reviews and engage 

with a broader reading community, enhancing their critical thinking and communication skills. 

By integrating Goodreads into the curriculum, teachers can instill a lifelong passion for reading 

and literature among their middle grades students.

Creating Virtual Booklists for Students on Goodreads
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Teachers can harness the power of Goodreads to create engaging virtual booklists for 

their students. By signing up for a Goodreads account, teachers can curate customized book 

collections based on specific themes, genres, or reading levels. They can search for books using 

keywords, browse through Goodreads' extensive database, and add desired titles to their 

booklists. Goodreads provides rich information about each book, including summaries, ratings, 

reviews, and author details, enabling teachers to make informed choices. Additionally, teachers 

can add personal notes and recommendations to the booklist, offering insights and guidance to 

their students. These booklists can be shared with students via links, email, or embedded on class 

websites, creating a convenient resource for students to explore and select books that align with 

their interests and reading abilities.

Tracking Student Progress With Goodreads

Teachers can efficiently track student reading progress on Goodreads by leveraging the 

platform's features and tools. They can assign specific books or reading lists, which students can 

mark as "currently reading" or "finished reading" on their profiles, providing visibility to 

teachers. Teachers can also connect with students through class-specific Goodreads groups, 

enabling them to easily monitor their students' reading updates, including the books being read 

and the progress made. Goodreads shelves and tags can be used to classify books related to 

assignments or reading challenges, aiding teachers in tracking progress. Furthermore, Goodreads 

provides widgets that can be embedded on class websites, showcasing students' reading progress, 

average ratings, and current reading status. By utilizing these features, teachers can effectively 

track and analyze student reading progress on Goodreads, facilitating personalized guidance, 

support, and meaningful discussions around the books students are engaging with.
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Goodreads Lesson Ideas for Middle School Classes

Middle school teachers can incorporate Goodreads into their lessons in various ways to 

promote reading, engage students, and facilitate discussions. Here are a few ideas:

1. Create Reading Lists: Teachers can create reading lists on Goodreads for different 

themes or genres relevant to their curriculum. They can share these lists with students, 

recommending books that align with the topics they're studying or exploring. Students can then 

use the lists as a resource for finding books to read.

2. Set Reading Challenges: Teachers can set reading challenges for their students using 

Goodreads. They can create a challenge with a specific number of books or a reading goal for the 

semester or school year. Students can track their progress on Goodreads, update their reading 

status, and even write short reviews or reflections for the books they complete.

3. Online Book Clubs: Teachers can create online book clubs or reading groups on 

Goodreads where students can discuss books they've read. Teachers can assign specific books for 

the club or give students the freedom to choose books within certain guidelines. Discussions can 

be held on the Goodreads platform, where students can share their thoughts, ask questions, and 

engage in meaningful conversations about the books.

4. Author Studies: Goodreads provides a wealth of information about authors, including 

their biographies, interviews, and book recommendations. Teachers can use Goodreads as a 

resource for conducting author studies. Students can explore the profiles of their favorite authors, 

learn about their inspirations, and read reviews of their books. This can provide a deeper 

understanding of the writing process and help students make connections between authors and 

their works.
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5. Book Reviews and Recommendations: Teachers can encourage students to write book 

reviews on Goodreads. They can assign book review assignments and have students publish their 

reviews on the platform. Students can also recommend books to their classmates by writing 

thoughtful recommendations or creating reading lists for specific interests or age groups.

6. Research and Book Selection: Goodreads can be a valuable tool for students to 

research books and make informed choices about their reading selections. Teachers can guide 

students to use Goodreads to read book summaries, check ratings and reviews, and explore 

similar books. This can help students make educated decisions about what they want to read and 

foster their independence as readers.

By leveraging Goodreads in their lessons, middle school teachers can foster a love for 

reading, promote critical thinking, and create a community of readers within their classrooms.

Popular Booklists for Middle School Teachers

⁃ Mythology Books for Middle School: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

38734.Mythology_Books_for_Middle_School

⁃ Teacher Approved Young Adult Books: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

70763.Teacher_Approved_Young_Adult_Books

⁃ Great Books from Middle School: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

15033.Great_Books_from_Middle_School

⁃ Teacher Autobiographies, Biographies, and Memoirs: https://www.goodreads.com/list/

show/144713.Teacher_Autobiographies_Biographies_and_Memoirs

⁃ Middle School Must Reads: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

1606.Top_100_Middle_School_Must_Reads

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/38734.Mythology_Books_for_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/38734.Mythology_Books_for_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/70763.Teacher_Approved_Young_Adult_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/70763.Teacher_Approved_Young_Adult_Books
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15033.Great_Books_from_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/15033.Great_Books_from_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/144713.Teacher_Autobiographies_Biographies_and_Memoirs
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/144713.Teacher_Autobiographies_Biographies_and_Memoirs
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1606.Top_100_Middle_School_Must_Reads
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/1606.Top_100_Middle_School_Must_Reads
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⁃ Middle School Book List: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

284.Middle_School_Book_List

⁃ Best Graphic Novels for Middle School: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School

⁃ Realistic Fiction for Middle Schoolers: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers

⁃ Best Middle School Boy’s Fiction: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction

⁃ Best Books for Middle School Girls: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls

Goodreads Group for Middle Grades Teachers

⁃ Middle School Teachers: https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/987515-middle-

school-teachers

How to Start a Middle Grades Book Club for Students and Community

Establishing a Goodreads book club for middle grades students can be an excellent 

initiative for teachers to promote reading, foster a love for literature, and encourage critical 

thinking among their students. To start a successful book club, teachers should follow a few 

straightforward steps.

First, gauge student interest by discussing the idea of a book club with their middle 

grades students. Inquire about their reading preferences, genres they enjoy, and whether they 

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/284.Middle_School_Book_List
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/284.Middle_School_Book_List
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/24894.Best_Graphic_Novels_for_Middle_School
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/26497.Realistic_Fiction_For_Middle_Schoolers
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/16938.Best_Middle_School_Boy_s_Fiction
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/5151.Best_Books_for_Middle_School_Girls
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/987515-middle-school-teachers
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/987515-middle-school-teachers
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would be interested in participating in a book club. This ensures that the club's selections align 

with the students' interests, making the reading experience more engaging and enjoyable.

Next, create a Goodreads account specifically for the book club. Goodreads offers a user-

friendly platform that allows teachers to manage bookshelves, create discussion groups, and 

track reading progress. Set up a private group where only invited students can join, ensuring a 

safe and monitored space for discussions.

Once the group is established, set a reading schedule and choose the first book to read 

together. Teachers can either assign books based on a predetermined list or involve students in 

the selection process by voting for their preferred titles. Aim for age-appropriate books that cover 

a range of themes to cater to different interests.

During the reading period, facilitate discussions and interactions among the students. 

Teachers can pose thought-provoking questions on the Goodreads platform, encouraging 

students to share their insights, thoughts, and favorite parts of the book. They can also moderate 

the discussions to keep them on track and ensure a respectful exchange of ideas.

To further enhance the book club experience, teachers can organize book-related 

activities and projects. This could include creative writing exercises, book-themed art or crafts, 

character analyses, or even hosting a virtual author talk if possible.

Teachers should also consider setting achievable reading goals and rewarding students' 

progress. Recognize and celebrate the completion of each book, acknowledge active 

participation, and commend insightful contributions to foster a positive and supportive 

environment within the book club.
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Throughout the book club journey, teachers should act as reading role models by sharing 

their own reading experiences and recommendations. Demonstrating a genuine passion for 

literature will inspire students and create a shared sense of excitement about books.

Teachers can initiate a Goodreads book club for middle grades students by involving 

them in the decision-making process, using the platform's features to facilitate discussions, and 

incorporating engaging activities. By promoting reading as a collaborative and enjoyable 

experience, teachers can nurture a love for books and critical thinking skills among their 

students.
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Chapter Ten

Goodreads for Librarians

Goodreads for Middle Grades Librarians

Numerous middle school librarians have discovered that Goodreads offers a 

comprehensive and user-friendly platform to enhance their library's resources and engage 

students. With its vast database of titles, Goodreads enables librarians to discover age-

appropriate and popular books that align with students' interests. By curating personalized 

reading lists and virtual bookshelves, librarians can cater to individual preferences and encourage 

exploration of new literary offerings.  Additionally, Goodreads' progress tracking allows 

librarians to monitor students' reading habits and adjust their offerings accordingly, ensuring the 

library remains a vibrant space that nurtures a love for reading among middle school students 

and promotes a lifelong passion for literature.

Goodreads Resources for Middle School Librarians
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Goodreads offers several valuable resources for middle school librarians to enhance their 

library services and engage with their students effectively. Some of the best Goodreads resources 

for middle school librarians include:

Book Recommendations and Reviews: The vast database of book titles, reviews, 

and ratings on Goodreads allows librarians to discover age-appropriate and popular books that 

resonate with their middle school audience. They can use this information to curate diverse and 

captivating collections that cater to students' interests.

Reading Lists and Bookshelves: Librarians can create virtual bookshelves and 

reading lists on Goodreads, allowing them to curate personalized recommendations for different 

age groups or genres.

Reading Groups: Goodreads' reading groups feature enables librarians to join or 

create book clubs centered around specific themes or books. This encourages students to engage 

in online discussions, share their thoughts, and interact with peers.

"Ask the Author" Feature: Middle school librarians can use Goodreads' "Ask the 

Author" section to facilitate virtual Q&A sessions with authors. Inviting authors to interact with 

students enhances their understanding of literature, provides insights into the creative process, 

and inspires them to pursue their own writing interests.

Booklists: Goodreads' booklists (also known as Listopia) feature contains user-

generated lists that group books by various themes, genres, and age groups. Librarians can 

leverage these lists to discover new books and identify relevant recommendations for middle 

school students.
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Community Engagement: Librarians can actively participate in the Goodreads 

community, engaging with users, authors, and other librarians. This interaction fosters 

networking opportunities, provides access to valuable resources, and keeps librarians updated on 

the latest trends and developments in the literary world.

By utilizing these Goodreads resources, middle school librarians can enrich their 

libraries' offerings, encourage a love for reading, and create an inclusive and interactive 

environment that inspires students to explore and appreciate the world of literature.

Goodreads Middle School Library Activities

Middle school librarians can organize a variety of fun and engaging Goodreads activities 

with their students to promote a love for reading and create a vibrant literary community. Here 

are some exciting ideas:

Virtual Book Clubs: Create Goodreads reading groups or book clubs for different 

genres or themes. Encourage students to read books from selected lists and facilitate online 

discussions through the platform. This not only promotes reading but also builds a sense of 

camaraderie among students who share similar literary interests.

Reading Challenges: Organize reading challenges using Goodreads' progress 

tracking feature. Set reading goals for students, such as a certain number of books to read within 

a specific timeframe or exploring diverse genres. Recognize and celebrate the achievements of 

students who complete the challenges.

Book Recommendation Contests: Have students participate in a book 

recommendation contest. Encourage them to write creative and persuasive book reviews on 
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Goodreads, promoting their favorite reads to their peers. Award prizes for the most compelling 

recommendations.

Genre Exploration: Create virtual bookshelves on Goodreads for different genres 

like mystery, fantasy, science fiction, historical fiction, etc. Have students explore books from 

each shelf and vote on their favorites. This activity encourages students to venture into new 

genres and discover diverse literature.

Reading Bingo: Design a Goodreads Reading Bingo card with various reading 

prompts, like "Read a book set in a different country" or "Read a book with a one-word title." 

Have students complete the challenges and mark them off on their cards on Goodreads as they 

progress.

Book-to-Film Club: Create a reading group that focuses on books that have been 

adapted into movies or TV shows. After reading a book, students can watch the corresponding 

film or show together and compare and discuss the differences and similarities.

Reading Challenges with Teachers: Collaborate with teachers to organize reading 

challenges that align with specific subjects or themes in the curriculum. Students can read books 

related to those topics and participate in joint discussions with teachers on Goodreads.

Seasonal Reading Events: Host seasonal reading events, like "Summer Reading 

Extravaganza" or "Spooky Fall Reads," where students can share their holiday-themed book 

recommendations and engage in themed discussions.

These fun Goodreads activities will not only make reading enjoyable but also encourage 

students to develop a deeper appreciation for literature and build a strong reading community 
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within the middle school. On top of that, students will develop a positive attitude about their 

library and librarian. They will carry this favorable outlook into their adult life.

Goodreads Links for Middle School Librarians

Listopia/Booklists: https://www.goodreads.com/list?ref=nav_brws_lists

Goodreads Groups: https://www.goodreads.com/group?ref=nav_comm_groups

Goodreads Discussions: https://www.goodreads.com/topic?ref=nav_comm_discuss

Goodreads Recommendations: https://www.goodreads.com/recommendations?

ref=nav_brws_recs

Middle Grade Books: https://www.goodreads.com/genres/middle-grade

https://www.goodreads.com/list?ref=nav_brws_lists
https://www.goodreads.com/group?ref=nav_comm_groups
https://www.goodreads.com/topic?ref=nav_comm_discuss
https://www.goodreads.com/recommendations?ref=nav_brws_recs
https://www.goodreads.com/recommendations?ref=nav_brws_recs
https://www.goodreads.com/genres/middle-grade
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Chapter Eleven

Goodreads for Authors

Goodreads for Middle Grades Authors

Middle grades authors should should not overlook Goodreads as a powerful platform that 

connects them directly with their target audience—young readers, parents, and educators. 

Goodreads allows authors to showcase their books, interact with fans, and receive valuable 

feedback through reviews and ratings. By participating in this vibrant literary community, middle 

grades authors can increase their visibility, build a loyal reader base, and gain insights into their 

audience's preferences. Additionally, Goodreads offers an array of marketing opportunities, such 

as hosting giveaways and participating in author events, enabling authors to promote their work 

effectively and foster a deeper connection with their readership.

The Difference Between Regular and Author Goodreads Account

The main difference between a regular Goodreads user account and a Goodreads author 

account lies in their intended use and features. Here are the distinctions between the two:



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 76

1. Regular Goodreads User Account:

• Personal Reading Profile: Regular users create accounts to track and manage their 

personal reading activities. They can add books to their virtual bookshelves, write 

reviews, rate books, set reading goals, and engage with the Goodreads 

community.

• Book Discovery and Recommendations: Regular users benefit from Goodreads' 

book recommendation algorithms, which suggest books based on their reading 

history, preferences, and interactions with the community. They can explore book 

lists, join groups, participate in discussions, and receive personalized 

recommendations.

• Connecting with Friends: Regular users can connect with friends, send and 

receive friend requests, and share their reading activities with their connections. 

They can see updates from their friends' reading progress, reviews, and 

recommendations.

• Limited Author Features: Regular users do not have access to specific author-

related features such as the ability to claim an author profile, promote their own 

books, or participate in the Goodreads Author Program.

2. Goodreads Author Account:

• Author Profile: Authors can create an author account on Goodreads to claim their 

author profile. This profile allows them to showcase their books, provide a 

biography, interact with readers, and engage with the Goodreads community.
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• Book Promotion: Goodreads author accounts provide tools and features to 

promote and market books. Authors can add book cover images, create book 

listings, share book excerpts, and announce new releases or events.

• Q&A and Feedback: Authors have the opportunity to engage with readers by 

answering questions, participating in author Q&A sessions, and providing 

additional insights into their writing process or book inspirations.

• Goodreads Author Program: The Goodreads Author Program provides additional 

promotional tools and resources. This program allows writers to connect directly 

with readers, announce book giveaways, run advertising campaigns, and access 

data and insights about their books' performance on Goodreads.

• Separation of Personal and Author Identity: Goodreads author accounts help 

authors maintain a clear distinction between their personal reading activities and 

their role as an author. This allows them to focus on connecting with readers, 

promoting their books, and engaging in author-related discussions.

Regular Goodreads user accounts are designed for personal reading management and 

engagement with the reading community, while Goodreads author accounts provide additional 

features and tools tailored specifically for authors to promote their books, interact with readers, 

and participate in the Goodreads Author Program.

Let’s take a look at how to set up an author account in Goodreads.

How to Turn Regular Goodreads Account Into Author Account
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Once you have a GR user profile, it’s easy to make it into an author profile. Basically, 

you just claim one of your own books. To turn a regular Goodreads account into an author 

account, follow these steps:

• Sign in: Log in to your existing Goodreads account using your credentials.

• Search for your book: Look for your book using the search bar or the "Manually add a 

book" option if it's not already listed on Goodreads. Once you find your book, click on 

the title to access its page.

• Claim the book: On your book's Goodreads page, scroll down to the section that displays 

the book's details (e.g., title, author name, ISBN). Click on your name as the author to 

view your author profile.

• Upgrade to an author account: On your author profile page, you'll see a link that says 

"Is this you? Let us know!" Click on that link to send a request to Goodreads to upgrade 

your regular account to an author account.

• Verification: Goodreads will review your request, and if you are indeed the author of the 

book, they will verify your account and upgrade it to an author account. This process may 

take a few days.

• Access author tools: Once your account is verified, you'll gain access to various author 

tools and features that regular users do not have. These may include the ability to post 

book excerpts, create author events, run giveaways, and interact more directly with your 

readers.

• Add a profile image: If you didn’t already add a profile image on your regular 

Goodreads account, you should consider adding one to your author account. You can 
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either use a photo of yourself or you can use the cover of your book as a profile image. 

Either one of those options is better than not adding a profile image.

• Update/Add a biography: At the very least, add a short biography on your author 

profile. Not only will this help readers get to know you, but it will also improve search 

results when Goodreads users are looking for new authors.

By following these steps, you can easily convert your regular Goodreads account into an 

author account, giving you more opportunities to engage with your readership and promote your 

books effectively.

Navigating Your Author Dashboard on Goodreads

The Goodreads Author Dashboard is a valuable tool that provides authors with insights, 

analytics, and various promotional features. To navigate the Author Dashboard on Goodreads, 

start by logging into your Goodreads account and clicking on your profile picture in the top right 

corner. From the drop-down menu, select "Author Dashboard." The dashboard opens to the 

"Home" tab, where you'll find an overview of your book's statistics, such as the number of 

people who have added your books to their shelves, your average rating, and your book's rank in 

different lists.

On the left side of the dashboard, you'll see a menu with different sections. In "Stats," 

you can delve deeper into your book's performance, analyzing trends in ratings, reviews, and 

other data over time. The "Blog Posts" section lets you create and manage blog posts that appear 

on your author profile. Under "Events," you can add book signings, speaking engagements, or 

virtual events to keep your readers informed about your schedule.
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To run a book giveaway, head to the "Giveaways" section, where you can set up the 

details and duration of the giveaway. The "Advertise" tab allows you to explore advertising 

opportunities to promote your books to a wider audience. In "Community," you can view and 

respond to messages from readers and manage your friends and followers.

Additionally, the "Recommendations" section suggests books you might like based on 

your Goodreads activity, helping you discover potential reads. The "Extras" tab provides helpful 

resources, including widgets for embedding Goodreads content on your website or blog. Lastly, 

the "Help" section offers assistance and FAQs for any queries.

The Goodreads Author Dashboard is an indispensable hub for authors, offering vital data 

and tools to connect with readers, promote books, and gain valuable insights into your audience's 

engagement with your work. Navigating this dashboard efficiently empowers authors to make 

informed decisions about their writing and promotional strategies, fostering a strong and engaged 

presence within the Goodreads community.

Benefits of Having an Author Account on Goodreads

Having an author account on Goodreads offers several major benefits:

Direct Interaction with Readers: An author account allows you to connect directly with 

your readers through Q&A sessions, group discussions, and private messages, fostering a 

stronger author-reader relationship.

Promote Your Books: You can showcase your books on your author profile, organize 

giveaways to generate interest, and share updates about your writing, all of which 

contribute to increased book visibility and potential sales.
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Receive Reviews and Feedback: Goodreads is a platform where readers frequently 

leave reviews and ratings. As an author, you can gain valuable insights into your readers' 

opinions and use feedback to improve your writing.

Author Events and Announcements: You can create and promote author events such as 

book signings, virtual launches, or speaking engagements to engage with fans and attract 

new readers.

Join Author Groups: Goodreads offers various author groups where you can connect 

with fellow writers, exchange advice, and share experiences within the publishing 

industry.

Reach Your Target Audience: Goodreads has a large and dedicated community of 

readers, making it an ideal platform to reach your target audience, especially in the 

middle grades category.

Book Recommendations: When readers add your books to their shelves or rate them 

positively, it can lead to your work being recommended to others with similar reading 

preferences, increasing your book's exposure.

Insights and Analytics: Goodreads provides authors with insights and analytics on book 

performance, including the number of people adding your book to their shelves or 

marking it as "to-read."

An author account on Goodreads offers an excellent opportunity to connect with readers, 

promote your books, and gather valuable feedback and insights that can help you grow as a 

writer and effectively reach your audience.

How to Add Your Book(s) to Goodreads
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To add one of their own books to Goodreads, an author who already has a Goodreads 

author account can follow these steps:

Log in: Sign in to your Goodreads author account using your credentials.

Search for the book: Use the search bar at the top of the page to look for the book you 

want to add. If your book is already listed on Goodreads, it should appear in the search 

results.

Claim the book: Once you find your book in the search results, click on the title to access 

its book page. Scroll down to the section that displays the book's details, including the 

author's name.

Click your name: Click on your name as the author to view your author profile.

Add the book: On your author profile page, you'll see an option to "Add New Book" or 

"Manually Add a New Book." Click on this option and enter the book details, including 

the book's title, ISBN (if applicable), cover image, and other relevant information.

Save the changes: After adding all the necessary details, click the "Save" or "Create 

Book" button to add your book to Goodreads.

Verify information: Double-check the book details to ensure accuracy and completeness. 

If needed, you can edit the book page later to make any updates.

By following these steps, authors can easily add their own books to Goodreads and make them 

accessible to readers, facilitating better book discovery and engagement within the Goodreads 

community.

Connect With Fellow Authors on Goodreads
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Goodreads authors can use various features and tools on the platform to connect with 

fellow authors. Here's how:

1. Join Author Groups: Goodreads has numerous author groups where writers discuss 

various topics related to writing, publishing, and book promotion. Authors can actively 

participate in these groups, share experiences, ask questions, and offer advice to build 

connections with other authors.

2. Follow Other Authors: On Goodreads, authors can follow each other's profiles. By 

following fellow writers whose work they admire or share common interests with, 

authors can keep track of each other's updates and activities.

3. Participate in Author Events: Goodreads hosts virtual author events, such as book 

launches, Q&A sessions, and author interviews. Authors can attend these events to 

support their fellow writers and engage in meaningful discussions.

4. Recommend and Review Books by Other Authors: Authors can show support for their 

peers by leaving reviews and ratings for books they enjoyed. Recommending books by 

other authors can also help to foster a positive and supportive author community.

5. Collaborate on Giveaways: Authors can collaborate on book giveaways, where they can 

offer copies of each other's books as prizes. This collaboration can introduce each 

author's work to new audiences and create a sense of camaraderie among authors.

6. Share and Promote Each Other's Work: Authors can use their Goodreads status 

updates or blog posts to promote books by their fellow authors. By sharing and 

highlighting each other's work, they expand their collective reach and visibility.
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7. Network Through Book Events: If authors participate in book events or book tours, 

they can connect with other authors who might be present at the same events. This allows 

for face-to-face interactions and the opportunity to forge meaningful connections.

By leveraging these features and actively engaging with other authors on Goodreads, 

writers can create a supportive and collaborative network, exchange ideas, and build a sense of 

community within the platform.

How to Promote Your Books on Goodreads

Goodreads authors can effectively promote their books using various tools and features 

available on the platform. Here's a brief overview of how to promote your books on Goodreads:

⁃ Create a Compelling Author Profile: Ensure your author profile is complete and 

engaging. Add a professional author photo, write a captivating bio, and include links to 

your website and social media platforms.

⁃ Add Your Books: Add all your published books to your Goodreads author profile. Make 

sure the book details are accurate and include cover images, blurbs, and genre tags.

⁃ Host Giveaways: Goodreads allows authors to run book giveaways. Offer free copies of 

your book to generate interest and encourage readers to add it to their "to-read" shelves.

⁃ Promote Book Events: If you're hosting book signings, virtual launches, or other events, 

create an event page on Goodreads and invite your followers to attend.

⁃ Engage with Readers: Respond to reader reviews and messages, and participate in 

group discussions. Engaging with your audience creates a personal connection and 

encourages readers to explore more of your work.
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⁃ Utilize Goodreads Blog and Status Updates: Write blog posts related to your writing 

journey or book updates, and share status updates to keep readers informed about your 

activities and progress. A detailed explanation of how to use Goodreads author blogs can 

be found in an upcoming section

⁃ Run Advertising Campaigns: Goodreads offers advertising options to target specific 

readers and promote your books to a broader audience.

⁃ Connect with Other Authors: Networking with fellow authors can lead to cross-

promotional opportunities and increased visibility.

⁃ Utilize Goodreads Widgets: Embed Goodreads widgets on your website or blog to 

showcase your books and Goodreads reviews.

⁃ Participate in Goodreads Groups: Engage with readers in Goodreads groups related to 

your book's genre or themes. Avoid direct promotion but instead focus on building 

relationships and contributing valuable insights. A detailed explanation of how to use 

Goodreads groups is found in the next section.

By employing these strategies and actively participating in the Goodreads community, 

authors can effectively promote their books to a targeted audience of avid readers, increasing 

visibility, and potentially driving more book sales.

Goodreads Groups for Authors

Goodreads groups provide authors with a platform to connect with readers and fellow 

authors, fostering engagement and building a community around their books. I have provided a 

thorough introduction to Goodreads groups in the Community Chapter of this book. Here’s a 

brief summary of how authors can utilize Goodreads groups:



 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 86

1. Join Relevant Groups: Find Goodreads groups that align with your book's genre, themes, 

or target audience. Joining these groups allows you to connect with readers who are 

interested in your specific niche.

2. Engage with Readers: Participate in group discussions by responding to comments, 

answering questions, and sharing insights related to your books. This helps to establish a 

personal connection with readers and demonstrate your passion for your work.

3. Organize Q&A Sessions: Host question and answer sessions within the groups to interact 

directly with readers. This provides an opportunity to address their inquiries, share behind-

the-scenes details, and create a sense of exclusivity.

4. Share Exclusive Content: Offer group members exclusive content such as sneak peeks, 

deleted scenes, or bonus material related to your books. This rewards their participation 

and keeps them engaged with your work.

5. Seek Feedback and Reviews: Goodreads groups are ideal for reaching out to potential 

beta readers or reviewers who can provide valuable feedback on your manuscripts or 

advance copies of your books. This can help refine your writing and generate early buzz.

6. Collaborate with Fellow Authors: Connect with other authors in relevant groups to 

discuss writing techniques, marketing strategies, or to collaborate on joint promotions, 

giveaways, or blog tours. Networking with peers can expand your reach and provide 

valuable insights.

7. Promote Events and Releases: Inform group members about book signings, author 

events, new releases, or discounts on your books. Goodreads groups offer a receptive 

audience interested in discovering new authors and books.
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Remember, active and genuine engagement is key to utilizing Goodreads groups 

effectively. By fostering connections with readers and fellow authors, you can create a 

supportive community around your work and enhance your online presence.

Here are some Goodreads groups for connecting with readers and other authors:

Authors-Readers Connect: http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/184991-

authors- readers-connect

Making Connections: http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/60696-making

connections

Quality Author Services: http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/207568-quality-

author-services

Each of the groups shown above is slightly different, and each one offers different author 

services. If you would like to have your book reviewed, I suggest checking out the ‘Authors 

Requesting Reviews’ section in the ‘Making Connections’ Goodreads group.

Author Blog on Goodreads

If you don’t already have an author blog, you can start one on Goodreads… for free. It’s 

quite easy to set up and just as easy to make regular posts. Setting up and using an author blog on 

Goodreads is a fantastic way for writers to connect with readers, share updates, and provide 

insights into their writing journey. To get started, log in to your Goodreads account and navigate 

to your author dashboard. Click on the "Blog Posts" section, then select "Add a new blog post." 

Choose a compelling title and craft your post using the built-in text editor. You can add images, 

links, and format the text to make it visually appealing. Consider sharing behind-the-scenes 

content, writing tips, book updates, or thoughts on the publishing process to engage readers. 

http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/184991-authors-
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/184991-authors-
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/60696-making%09%09%09connections
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/60696-making%09%09%09connections
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/207568-quality-%09%09author-services
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/207568-quality-%09%09author-services


 / GOODREADS FOR MIDDLE GRADES / 88

Once your blog post is ready, click "Publish" to make it visible on your Goodreads author 

profile. Promote your blog posts on social media and interact with readers' comments to foster a 

vibrant community. Regularly posting fresh content will keep your readers engaged and coming 

back for more, strengthening your author-reader connection and enriching your presence within 

the Goodreads community.

Goodreads Booklists for Authors

You’ll find a great selection of books for authors while browsing these Goodreads 

booklists. While they provide fantastic writing tips and tricks, don’t forget that the best tip for 

authors is, “Keep writing… every day!!!”

◦ Essential Books on Writing: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

42890.Essential_Books_on_Writing

◦ Writing Tips: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/8958.Writing_Tips

◦ Books on Writing Novels and Short Stories: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

97043.Books_on_writing_novels_and_short_stories

◦ Creative Writing Guides and Other Books for Writers: https://www.goodreads.com/list/

show/136616.Creative_Writing_Guides_And_Other_Books_For_Writers_

◦ Best Instructional Book for Learning Art Forms: https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/

119539.Best_Instructional_Books_for_Learning_Art_Forms

https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/42890.Essential_Books_on_Writing
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/42890.Essential_Books_on_Writing
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/8958.Writing_Tips
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/97043.Books_on_writing_novels_and_short_stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/97043.Books_on_writing_novels_and_short_stories
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/136616.Creative_Writing_Guides_And_Other_Books_For_Writers_
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/136616.Creative_Writing_Guides_And_Other_Books_For_Writers_
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/119539.Best_Instructional_Books_for_Learning_Art_Forms
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/119539.Best_Instructional_Books_for_Learning_Art_Forms
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Chapter Twelve

Appendix

List of Goodreads links for students, teachers, parents, librarians and authors

Author Resources: https://www.goodreads.com/author/how_to

Author Dashboard: www.goodreads.com/author/dashboard

Author Guidelines: https://www.goodreads.com/author/guidelines

Help Page: https://help.goodreads.com/s/

Book Bloggers of Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/56962-book-

bloggers-of-goodreads

Free ebooks for downloading: http://www.goodreads.com/ebooks

Contact Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/about/contact_us

GR News & Interviews: https://www.goodreads.com/news

6 Tips for Teachers to Use Goodreads in the Classroom: https://www.goodreads.com/

blog/

https://www.goodreads.com/author/how_to
http://www.goodreads.com/author/dashboard
https://www.goodreads.com/author/guidelines
https://help.goodreads.com/s/
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/56962-book-bloggers-of-goodreads
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/56962-book-bloggers-of-goodreads
http://www.goodreads.com/ebooks
https://www.goodreads.com/about/contact_us
https://www.goodreads.com/news
https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/996-6-tips-for-teachers-to-use-goodreads-in-the-classroom
https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/996-6-tips-for-teachers-to-use-goodreads-in-the-classroom
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show/996-6-tips-for-teachers-to-use-goodreads-in-the-classroom

Reading Middle Grade: https://readingmiddlegrade.com

PurdyBooks for Middle Grades

This book is published by PurdyBooks LLC. PurdyBooks is a website about books and 

publishing in general, but it’s mainly about middle grades literacy including reading, books, 

publishing and advocacy for teens and tweens. PurdyBooks can be found by searching the 

following platforms:

PurdyBooks website: https://www.purdybooks.com

PurdyBooks on Twitter/X: https://twitter.com/PurdyBooks

PurdyBooks on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PurdyBooks

PurdyBooks on Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/purdybooks/

PurdyBooks on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/purdybooks/

Kevin Purdy on Goodreads: https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/

16969397.Kevin_Purdy

About the Author

Kevin Purdy has been a reading/writing instructor for over 20 years. He has written four 

novels and published 15 fiction, non-fiction and novelty books under his own name and pen 

names. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in education with a minor in English. He holds a 

Masters Degree in Reading Instruction. He has also received National Board Certification 

(NBPTS) in reading and writing instruction. Kevin has taught in three states at nearly every 

grade level but mostly in middle school. He currently lives in Colorado and is a full-time writer 

https://www.goodreads.com/blog/show/996-6-tips-for-teachers-to-use-goodreads-in-the-classroom
https://readingmiddlegrade.com
https://www.purdybooks.com
https://twitter.com/PurdyBooks
https://www.facebook.com/PurdyBooks
https://www.pinterest.com/purdybooks/
https://www.instagram.com/purdybooks/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16969397.Kevin_Purdy
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16969397.Kevin_Purdy
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and consultant.
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